
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philosophical Secondary Intelligible in Transcendental Theosophy: With 

Emphasis on the Concept of Existence 
 

Mohsen Izadi1 

 

Abstract  

Philosophical concepts have significant role in philosophy as well as in many other sciences 

and the basis of all sciences is made by these concepts. These concepts are, not neither the 

result of immediate contemplation on tangible world and nor as the result of pure mental 

activity, therefore, understanding and analyzing them has raised many problems in various 

philosophical schools. Among the intelligible, the concept of "existence" is distinct and 

important in many ways. On the one hand, in the Transcendent theosophy, existence is real per 

se while the quiddity is per accident so the concept of the existence has essentially direct 

referent but the concepts of quiddity fails it; On the other hand, the famous feature of the 

concepts that state essence of things is that they have objective reference and the famous feature 

of philosophical secondary intelligible is that they have not. So the question to which this 

research deal with can be posed: is the concept of existence a primary intelligible or a secondary 

intelligible? This paper by an analytical-descriptive method, aiming at analyzing the 

philosophical secondary intelligible, attempts to present a more precise criterion to distinguish 

the primary and the secondary intelligible concepts. According to this fact that existence is real, 

the existence itself is external and real, but the concept of existence created by mental activity 

is a secondary intelligible and representing the external reality. Other philosophical concepts 

that are affirmative represent the modes of external reality. 
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Problem Statement  

This paper seeks to examine and answer the following question: What effect does the 

principality of existence on the philosophical secondary intelligible? In the process of 

answering this question, some following sub-questions will be answered as well: Is the 

common definition of secondary intelligible justified and satisfactory or it needs modification? 

What is the most precise (comprehensive and obstructive) definition of the secondary 

intelligible? What the process take the secondary intelligible to emerge in the mind? 

Method: This research was conducted by using the method of library studies, analyzing the 

materials gathered from reliable sources. 

  

Method 
 The questions presented in this paper was studied and examined in a descriptive – analytic 

method.  

 

Findings and Results 

 A) Both existence and the categorical concepts have reality; and objectifying (exemplifying) 

any concept means corresponding a concept to a reality but in case of existence it means that 

being by its very nature enjoy the reality. 

B) According to the principality of existence which denote the reality of being by its very 

nature, the reality of being is superior to all other philosophical secondary intelligible, because 

the existence is the very external reality but other philosophical concepts are its external 

attributes. 

C) It is not sufficient to consider a concept as primary intelligible just on the basis of pure 

abstraction or even on the basis of its external abstraction. what makes to consider a concept 

as  the essential categorical concept or  as secondary intelligible is different  criterion: Emerging 

a  categorical concept from the sensible world to the mind and corresponding it to the external 

objects , is done without mental activity, and directly through the sense faculties (physical or 

spiritual),  therefore the mind is passive in obtaining and abstracting of categorical concepts; 

but  in order to obtain the concept of existence and other philosophical concepts, the human 

mind has to be active and perform certain acts. Therefore, the common definition that "The 

philosophical secondary intelligible is a concept that does not have referent in the outside world 

of the mind" is not an exact definition. Its exact definition is: "The notion that is not transmitted 

to mind immediately by senses, and the mind is not passive for finding and conceiving it, but 

rather actively and during a proper process, extracts it. Although some of these concepts are 

non-existence, most of them show the existence or mode of existence of the creatures". 

D) Some of the concepts that were considered to be categorical concepts before establishment 

of transcendental wisdom, and others, whose detailed explanation and analysis was not 

provided, according to the reality of existence, are considered as philosophical concepts. 

Concepts such as: substance, relation, movement, time, potential contingency, Stuff, nature, 

perfection, happiness, good, evil, goodness and badness …. 

 

 

References 

Avesina, Hosein Ibn Abdollah, (1998) Alshafa (theology section), research by Hasan 

Hasanzadeh Amuli, Qom, Islamic propaganda office. [In Arabic] 

-----------, (1993) Almobahesat, research by mohsen bidar, Qom, Bidar. [In Arabic] 

Esmaeili, Masood, (2010) Scond intellected in Islamic philosophy, Qom, educational and 

studious institution of Imam Khomeini. [In Persian]  

Javadi Amuli, Abdollah, (1997) Rahighe Makhtoom (section 4 First volume), qom, Esraa 

publication. [In Persian] 



Sabzevari, Mollahadi, (1990) Explanation of Alasfar Alarbeeh, Beirut, Dar Ehya Al-toras Al-

Arabi. [In Arabic]  

-------------, (1991) Explanation of Ghorar Alfaraed, Tehran, Tehran university. [In Arabic] 

 Sohrevardi, Ahahab Aldin, (1994) The series of sheikh eshragh's works, correceted by Honri 

korban, Tehran, Institution of cultural studies and reaserches. [In Arabic] 

Sadr-Aldin Alshirazi, Mohammad, (no date) explanation of Alshafa (theology section), Qom, 

Bidar. [In Arabic] 

---------------, (1990) Alasfar Alarbaeh. Beirut, Dar Ehya Al-Toras Al-Arabi. [In Arabic] 

---------------, (1974) Philosophic Articles , Mashhad, Mashhad university. [In Arabic]  

---------------, (2000) zad Almosafer, explanation by seyyed jalal aldin Ashtiani, Tehran, 

Amirkabir publication. [In Persian] 

---------------, (1982) Al-shavahed Al-rububyyeh, corrected by seyyed jalal aldin Ashtiani, 

Mashhad, center of academic publication. [In Arabic] 

------------, (1985) Ketab Almashaer, by effort of Honri Korban, Tahuri. [In Arabic] 

-----------, (2002) Almabda va Almaad, corrected by Zabihi and Shanszari, Tehran, instituiton 

of hekmate Sadra. [In Arabic] 

Tabatabaei, Mohammadhosein, (1995) Nahayat Alhekme Qom, Institrution of islamic 

publication. [In Arabic] 

Farabi, Abunasr, (no date) Ketab Alhoruf, researeach by Mohsen Mahdi, Beirut, Dar 

Almashregh. [In Arabic] 

Fayyazi, Gholamreza, (2015) Explanation of Nahayat Alhekmeh, Qom, educational and 

studious institution of Imam Khomeini. [In Arabic] 

Lahiji, Ab Alrazzagh, (2003) Shavaregh Alelham, second volume, Qom, Towhid. [In Arabic] 

Mesbah, Mohammadtaghi, (1989) Teaching of philosophy, Tehran, Organization of islamic 

propaganda. [In Arabic] 

-----------------, (2009 A), Ethic in Qoran, Qom, educational and studious institution of Imam 

Khomeini. [In Persain] 

-------------------, (1985) Explanation of Nahayat Alhekmeh, Qom, institution of "In righ path". 

[In Arabic] 

------------------, (2009 B) Ethics, research by Ahmadhosein Sharifi, Tehran, Organization of 

islamic propaganda. [In Persian] 

Motahhari Morteza, (no date) Explanation of principles of philosophy and ways of realism (3 

volumes (1-3)). [In Persain] 

--------------, (1986) Explanation of principles of philosophy and ways of realism (fourth 

volume), Tehran, sadra. [In Persain] 

---------------, (1991) Explanation of Manzumeh, second volume, Tehran, Hekmat. [In Persain] 

 


