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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to analyze the rhizomatic thinking in the thought of
the French philosopher Gilles Deleuze. For this purpose, the qualitative research
method of discourse analysis of Laclau and Moffe has been used. To achieve this
purpose, purposeful sampling method was used and Laclau and Moffe's five stages
of discourse analysis were used to analyze the data. Philosophy of education was
used to provide assurance to the research. The research findings show that rhizome
thinking is in contrast to tree thinking. Following this confrontation, the rhizome is
formed with characteristics such as hybridism, deterritorialization, non-referential
fragmentation, nomadism, becoming, etc.

! PhD student, Department of Educational Science, Esfahan Branch (Khorasgan), Islamic
Azad University, Esfahan, Iran habibollah.eftekhari@iau.ir
2 Kashtiaray, N Associate Professor of Curriculum Studies, Isfahan Branch, Islamic Azad
University,Esfahan, Iran, corresponding author keshtiarayn@gmail.com
3 Rasoul, B. Assistant Professor, Department of Theology, Farhangian University, Tehran,
Iran rslberjisian@cfu.ac.ir
Received: 06/08/2025
Reviewed: 08/11/2025
Accepted: 02/12/2025


mailto:habibollah.eftekhari@iau.ir
file:///C:/Users/Marvi/Downloads/keshtiarayn@gmail.com
mailto:rslberjisian@cfu.ac.ir

bl s o jingh aslilad g0 Yy.

Keywords: Tree , Rhizome , Gilles Deleuze , Laclau and Moffe's Discourse
Analysis

Statement of the problem

Poststructuralism, as a broad intellectual movement, encompasses a wide range of
ideas, from linguistics and literary criticism to philosophy, psychology, and social
and political theories. Meanwhile, Gilles Deleuze (1995-1925) has rethought
fundamental concepts such as identity, meaning, subjectivity and power with new
concepts such as rhizome. The rhizome, as an epistemological and ontological
metaphor, challenges linear, hierarchical, and centralist structures and instead
proposes nonlinear, multicentric, and dynamic thinking . However, despite the
increasing attention to the critical and conceptual capacities of the rhizome, the
relationship of the concept to contemporary analytical theories, especially Laclau
and Mofte's discourse analysis, has not been fully examined.

Laclau and Moffa's discourse analysis, with its emphasis on the instability of
meaning, the fluidity of identity, and the conflict over central slabs, provides a
suitable platform for rereading and clarifying the concept of rhizome. This research
seeks to answer the question of how the concept of rhizome can be explained in the
framework of Laclau and Moffe's discourse analysis and through this ratio, its
conceptual and practical dimensions in various fields, especially in the educational
and philosophical fields, can be clarified.

method

This study uses the discourse analysis approach of Laclau and Moffe to examine the
concept of "rhizome" in Gilles Deleuze's thought. Discourse analysis in this
framework is not only a descriptive method, but also a theoretical tool for
understanding how discourses are formed and confronted. In this view, meaning is
unfixed and constantly being rearticulated . The focus of this method is on the
discovery of linguistic and semantic mechanisms through which slabs within a
discourse achieve meaning .

In Laclau and Moffe's theory, discourses are a set of slabs and elements that are
organized around a central slab through a process of articulation. Concepts such as
central slabs, floating slabs, occlusions and times are analytical tools for
understanding the dynamics of discourses .These concepts are used in this study to
analyze how the concept of rhizome is formed and temporarily stabilized in contrast
to tree knowledge.

The concept of rhizome in Deleuze's thought is a multicentric, non-linear and
networked cognition that is in fundamental contrast to the hierarchical and root
structure of tree cognition. By analyzing the central and floating slabs associated
with these two types of knowledge, it is possible to show how the rhizome, as an
alternative discourse, challenges established knowledge structures. Laclau and
Moffa's framework provides a good platform for exploring this discourse
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confrontation by allowing us to analyze how meaning is temporarily blocked and
hegemonic space is opened.

Research findings

This research, using the discourse analysis method of Laclau and Moffe, sought to
clarify the concept of "rhizome" in Gilles Deleuze's thought with a discourse
perspective. For this purpose, the duality of tree and rhizome thought as two
conflicting discourses was the basis of analysis. Using Laclau and Moffa's five
analytical components, it was shown how rhizomic thought, by breaking away from
established structures, allows for a different understanding of fundamental concepts
in Deleuze's thought.

The present study adopts a discourse-based approach to the fundamental rereading
of the concept of rhizome in Deleuze's intellectual system and tries to clarify its
internal structure and conceptual logic by using the theoretical framework of Laclau
and Moffe. The innovation of this research is that instead of focusing on educational
applications or external critical reactions, it analyzes the rhizome in relation to its
rival discourse, the tree thought, and highlights the semantic and functional
differences between these two cognitive formations through the five components of
discourse analysis. Such an approach allows for a deeper understanding of how
meaning is produced, discourse fluidity and rethinking of fundamental concepts in
the context of Deleuze's philosophy, and thus makes a distinct contribution to the
theoretical literature on rhizomes.
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