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Abstract

By studying theological and philosophical approaches, it becomes clear that Islamic
theologians and philosophers have offered diverse explanations regarding God 's
coexistence with creatures. Both Islamic theologians and philosophers have, to the
best of their abilities, taken steps to clarify this religious issue. Some groups have
emphasized the dissimilarity between God and creatures while others have
highlighted their affinity. Theologians have denied any existential coexistence
between them, decreeing an intrinsic separation. They have offered various
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interpretations of coexistence in the verse “and He is with you wherever you are”,
understanding this coexistence as the scientific coexistence. All Islamic theologians
— Ash'arites, Mu'tazilites, and Imamias — concur on this belief. In explaining God's
scientific coexistence, theologians employ arguments of creation's perfection and the
arguments of power and free will. They generally consider God's scientific
coexistence as subordinate to His Power. However, based on the principles of
Transcendent Theosophy, coexistence is subordinate to existence, and existence is
synonymous with knowledge. Mulla Sadra does not merely rely on the scientific
coexistence mentioned in theologians' statements; instead, he elaborates the
relationship between God and the world by introducing existential and gayumi
coexistence. This article, using a descriptive-analytical method and a comparative
approach, seeks to analyze and reflect upon the issue of divine coexistence with
creatures from the perspective of Islamic theologians and Transcendent Theosophy,
in order to reveal the intellectual similarities and differences between these two
intellectual currents.

Key Words: God, Creatures, Coexistence, Islamic Theologians, Mulla Sadra

The Problem Statement

The issue of the relationship between God and creatures is considered as one of the
fundamental and cardinal issues in theology and religious thought. The importance
of this issue stems from the fact that its systematic explanation and precise
understanding profoundly transform human worldview and ontology, directly
impacting human guidance or misguidance. Therefore, various approaches have
been adopted in response to this fundamental question, and Islamic theologians and
philosophers have outlined a specific cosmology based on their own intellectual
foundations and principles. Unlike philosophers and mystics, most Islamic
theologians have not embraced the notion of the universe's coexistence with its
Creator. In other words, from the theologians' perspective, God has an existence
separate from creatures, ontologically and existentially, not spatially (Tasi, 1986,
Vol.1: 196; Fakhr Razi, 1999, Vol.1: 182; Shahrestani, 2004, Vol.1: 65). He occupies
a distinct existential domain in the world, such that if we were to diagram the
universe and place it in a cone or pyramid as a tangible analogy for the intelligible,
we would have to consider the top layer as God and the lower layer or layers as
creatures. Mulla Sadra's accepted understanding of coexistence encompasses not
only scientific coexistence but also the existential encompassment and intrinsic
coexistence of things. In his third philosophical journey, which is the personal unity
of existence, he substantiates this philosophical claim by accepting a type of unity,
homogeneity, and connection between two matters. From Mulla Sadra's perspective,
everything other than God is an emanation and effusion of His Essence, and not
something separate or distinct from Him (Mulla Sadra,1984, Vol.1: 32). In his view,
the theory of separation and distinction necessitates change and transformation in the
divine Essence and creatures, and therefore, to preserve the transcendence of the
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Creator, this theory must be set aside. Therefore, he does not examine the separation
and distinction between God and creatures in terms of the Gizli separation, contrary
to the theological approach; because the implication of such a separation and
disunion between the two would be limitation and contingency (Mulla Sadra, 1981B,
Vol.1: 181). For this reason, Mulla Sadra proposes an all-encompassing distinction
in differentiating God from creatures. From an existential perspective, existence is
exclusive to the divine Essence, and the world is an act of manifestation and
emanation of God. The relationship between God and the world is the relationship
between the Truth and its essential modes and affairs, such that the world, in relation
to God, is interpreted as a non-existent entity that appears to exist. Investigation the
coexistence of God with the universe from the perspective of Islamic theologians
and Mulla Sadra, the founder of Transcendent Wisdom in Islamic thought, can
familiarize us with the intellectual foundations of these two great legacies in Islamic
wisdom and reveal the commonalities and differences in their theories on this issue.
Furthermore, such issues provide a basis for the correct and principled explanation
of religious and philosophical issues, distinguishing sound thought from intellectual
deviations in this regard.

Methodology

This research, using a descriptive-analytical method and comparative approach,
examines the issue of coexistence in the thought of Islamic theologians and Mulla
Sadra, focusing on verse 4 of Surah Al-Hadid.

Findings and Results

The issue of God's coexistence with creatures is in fact the base of divine wisdom,
which both Islamic theologians and divine philosophers have strived to explain.
Islamic theologians, with their essentialist view and by relying on verses and hadiths,
and through the arguments of perfect craftsmanship and divine Power and Will, have
proven God's scientific coexistence. However, they analyze the relationship between
God and creatures through maquli attribution and deny the gayumi coexistence. All
Islamic theologians consider the noble verse “And He is with you wherever you are”
to merely indicate God Almighty's scientific and encompassing presence with His
creatures, which signifies His Power, Knowledge, and comprehensive Awareness of
them. The mentioned coexistence in this verse cannot be interpreted as existential
coexistence.

Islamic theologians, by proposing the temporal origination of the world and
defending religious ideas, have considered the universe indebted to God for its
creation. In order to explain and elucidate this relationship, they have even resorted
to the example of a builder and a building, and have not considered God to be the
sustaining cause of the world. With this understanding, God cannot have existential
coexistence with creatures. On the other hand, by citing verses such as verse 11 of
Surah Ash-Shura, they have denied any homogeneity or similarity between God and
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the created world, and have declared a transcendental existence between the two,
emphasizing scientific coexistence in their exegetical works (Baqlani, 1986, Vol.1:
86).

In contrast to the approach of theologians, Mulla Sadra demonstrates the existential
and scientifical coexistence of God through illuminative and qayumi attributions.
Among the principles and foundations to which Mulla Sadra strictly adheres is the
homogeneity of cause and effect, and he considers Gizli and existential separation as
an impediment to the connection between God and His creatures (Abudiyat, 2009,
Vol.1: 179). Therefore, there is a complete homogeneity between cause and effect,
and divergence in all respects is incompatible with the principle of causality. Mulla
Sadra's reserves, stemming from his unique principles, have brought about a
fundamental transformation in the concept of God's coexistence with creatures. He
keenly perceived the shortcomings of the theological system and, in interpreting
verse four of Surah Al-Hadid and similar verses, considers God's coexistence and
presence with creatures to be not only a scientifical coexistence but also the qayumi
and existential coexistence. According to gayumi coexistence, the effect is not
devoid of the cause's existence, and the cause is closer to the essence of the effect
than the effect itself. God, despite His Oneness and Simplicity, is all things and the
totality of existence, and nothing is empty of Him. According to this view, there is
no existential separation between God and creatures. The only separation that can be
posited is the transcendence and purity of God from the imperfections and
deficiencies of creatures; otherwise, His existence encompasses and dominates all
existences.
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