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Abstract

The butterfly effect, which originated from the famous parable “Does the flap of a
butterfly’s wings in Brazil set off a tornado in Texas?” is originally a scientific
concept in the field of meteorology, referring to the notion that very small changes
can lead to large consequences. Although this idea was proposed within the scope of
mathematical sciences, it has the potential to be reinterpreted at a philosophical level
and find a broader meaning. This research, using a descriptive-analytical method and
a philosophical approach, attempts to take the butterfly effect beyond the level of a
scientific example and reinterpret it in light of the foundations of transcendent
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Theosophy. The findings of the research show that within the framework of Sadrian
ontological foundations, the butterfly effect does not simply express "sensitivity to
initial conditions", but can be considered as a sign of the continuity and unity of the
universe; based on this meaning, every act and event, however small and minor, can
play an important role in the overall system of existence. The consequences of this
rereading appear on several levels: ontological and epistemological and ethical and
narrative level, Finally, in the light of this reinterpretation, the butterfly effect
expands from a limited scientific concept to a theological philosophical principle,
and by implying a metaphysical and ontological meaning, it implies a novel and
profound theme of the world's unity and the contagion of existential influences.

Keywords: The Butterfly Effect, Science and Religion, Continuity and unity of
existence, Ontology, Transcendent Theosophy.

Problem Statement

The Butterfly Effect was first proposed by Edward Norton Lorenz, an American
mathematician and meteorologist, in the 1960s during his research on meteorology.
Lorenz realized during his computer simulations for weather forecasting that a very
small change in the initial data — even a few thousandths of a decimal point — could
lead to major changes in the final result. He expressed this fact with a famous
example: “Does the flap of a butterfly’s wings in Brazil set off a tornado in Texas?”
This theory has remained mainly within the framework of natural sciences and
mathematics and has made its way less into the realm of philosophy and theology,
while in the foundations of Islamic philosophy — especially in Transcendent
Theosophy of Sadr al-Muttalahin Shirazi —a picture of the universe is presented that
has important similarities and overlaps with this idea.

The aim of the present study is to take the butterfly effect out of its purely scientific
and mathematical realm and reinterpret this idea in a philosophical model and in
light of the foundations of Sadrian wisdom, and to show how this concept can be
used as an illustrative example to explain the continuity and unity of existence and
the effect of actions.

The necessity of this study can be explained in several basic axes: First, from a
scientific perspective, this type of research is considered a step towards expanding
interdisciplinary research between Islamic philosophy and contemporary scientific
theories. Second, the butterfly effect, as a metaphor and scientific example, can well
make difficult philosophical foundations more tangible in a understandable format.
Third, from a religious and theological perspective, reinterpreting this concept can
open up a new horizon for understanding the revealed teachings and deepen our
understanding of these teachings (especially regarding topics such as the mutual
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effect of actions in this world and the hereafter). In light of the aforementioned
remarks, the main question of this research is: “How can the Butterfly Effect be
reinterpreted in light of the foundations of Sadrian Transcendent Theosophy?” The
sub-questions of the research are as follows: What are the ontological,
epistemological, ethical, and narrative implications of the Butterfly Effect in the
philosophical model?

Method

This research, using a descriptive-analytical method and a philosophical approach,
attempts to take the butterfly effect beyond the level of a scientific example and
reinterpret it in light of the foundations of transcendent Theosophy.

Findings and Results

Transcendent Theosophy, with its fundamental principles such as the principality of
existence (Asalat Al-Wujad), the gradation of existence (Tashkik Al-Wujid), relational
existence (Wujad Rabit), etc., leads to the continuity and integrity of existence.
Therefore, existence in Sadrian worldview is not a collection of separate
components, but rather an integrated and interconnected system, each level of which
finds meaning in its existential relationship with other levels. In this view, it is
possible to consider the existential relationships of all beings with each other in a
hierarchical (vertical) and transverse manner and in an integrated and completely
intertwined and mixed system for all levels and worlds of existence, in which all its
components and individuals have action and reaction, influence and are affected by
each other. In such a picture of existence, no event occurs in an isolated and discrete
manner, but rather every action and phenomenon is effective in a causal and
existential chain and can have consequences beyond its apparent level. This view is
directly consistent with the idea put forward in the theory of the butterfly effect, with
the difference that the aforementioned scientific theory is limited to mathematical
models and the field of meteorology, while in Sadrian reading, it speaks of the unity
of the universe and its ontological effects and metaphysical structure.

In this view, on the ontological level, it introduces the world as a continuous,
integrated, and intertwined unit.

On the epistemological level, it calls us to take a holistic view and avoid mere detail-
oriented thinking. On the ethical level, it shows the individual and collective
responsibility of man to be heavier because his actions can affect other components
of existence. And on the narrative level, it provides a new and deeper understanding
of religious teachings about the impact of human actions in this world and the
hereafter.

So, although the butterfly effect on a scientific level merely refers to the sensitivity
to initial conditions, in the philosophical model and in the reading of Transcendent
Theosophy, it can be considered as an entry point for a deeper understanding of the
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continuity of existence, the unity of the universe, the hierarchical (vertical) and
transverse existential relationships of beings to each other, and the interweaving,
interdependence, and mutual influence of the components of existence.

Unlike the mathematical model that analyzes consequences solely in a numerical
framework and with limited certainty, a rereading based on the principles of
Transcendent Theosophy shows that every micro-action, however small, has the
capacity to affect the macro-level of the universe, although its realization is not
necessarily certain. Therefore, unlike the mathematical model that is based on the
certainty and necessity of results, the philosophical interpretation only implies
possibility and capacity, and the realization of effects depends on a set of conditions
and causes in existence.

In contrast, although the philosophical model does not imply necessity, it has a
broader conceptual scope and elevates the aforementioned concept from a limited
scientific model to an ontological and metaphysical principle with an existential
function in the entire universe (both hierarchically and transversely), and is
applicable not only in the natural world, but also in the supermaterial and afterlife
worlds.

Finally, the present study, in the light of this reinterpretation, reaches the conclusion
that although the butterfly effect was initially merely a scientific metaphor and
example to explain the sensitivity to initial conditions, this idea acquires a more
philosophical and broader meaning in the light of Transcendent Theosophy; an
existential, metaphysical, and ontological meaning, which leads us to a novel
understanding of the intertwining and continuity of the universe, The existential
interconnectedness of all components of being, the mutual influences, and the spread
and expansion of existential influences in various fields.
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Ebrahimi Dinan1 G. General philosophical rules in Islamic philosophy.
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