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Abstract

The present study, employing a descriptive and critical analysis method, aims to
examine Mulla Sadra's attempt to respond to two paradoxes regarding motion. The
first paradox, which dialetheists consider an a posteriori argument for the
realization of contradiction, focuses on the problem of motion to demonstrate that
existence and non-existence find a contradictory entanglement in the subject of
motion. The second paradox, which is essentially a challenge between Ibn Sina
(Avicenna) and Sadra—though it does not lead to dialetheism—analyzes the
problem of time to question the very existence of motion as an external reality. A
review of Mulla Sadra's works indicates that regarding the first paradox, by
appealing to various aspects of non-existence and not considering a specific
consideration of it as the opposite of existence, he has proposed a way to answer
this puzzle. Regarding the second paradox, by providing his specific explanation of
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the two meanings of motion (mediating motion and traversing motion) and
accepting traversing motion (Motion-in-traverse) as an extended and gradually-
occurring external truth, he has resolved the issue.

Keywords: Mulla Sadra, Antinomy, Paradox, Dialetheism, Motion, Metaphysics
of Motion

Problem Statement

The discussion of the "paradox of motion" has ancient roots and begins with the
entry of the concept of "becoming" into philosophical thought. Heraclitus is the
first to understand motion as a fluid matter. This perception reached its peak in
later periods, especially in the 18th century, in Hegel's dialectic. The common axis
of these currents is the priority of becoming over being; from this perspective,
"becoming" appears as a conjunction of two contradictions, and this seemingly
undermines the principle of non-contradiction and the principle of identity. Graham
Priest, a contemporary dialetheist philosopher, citing Hegel, states that a thing
moves not merely because it is here at one moment and there at another, but
because it is here and not here at the very same instant. This article focuses on two
major paradoxes:

1. The Paradox of the Entanglement of Existence and Non-existence: This
challenge claims that a moving object both is and is not in every single instant.
This view, supported by dialetheists, considers motion as an instance of true
contradiction in the external world.

2. The Paradox of the Non-existence of Motion Itself: This challenge, rooted in
the analysis of the nature of time (past, present, and future), claims that since the
past is gone, the future has not yet come, and the present lacks extension, then an
extension called time—and consequently motion—does not fundamentally have
external realization. To escape this problem, Ibn Sina denied traversing motion
(extended motion) and accepted only mediating motion (Harkat-e Tavasoti) in the
external world.

The main problem of this research is: What response does Sadr al-Muta'allihin
(Mulla Sadra), given his ontological foundations, offer to these two fundamental
challenges? Accordingly, the following sub-questions are raised:

e How does Mulla Sadra resolve the claim of the entanglement of existence and
non-existence in motion without succumbing to dialetheism?

e What explanation does Mulla Sadra offer in the face of the challenge of the
non-existence of traversing motion (which forced Ibn Sina to deny its external
existence) to prove the objective reality of motion and time?

Method

This research has been conducted using a descriptive and critical analysis method.
In this regard, by referring to primary sources (especially Mulla Sadra's Asfar al-
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Arba'a and Ibn Sina's A/-Shifa) as well as the views of contemporary analytic
philosophers such as Graham Priest, the ontological foundations of the parties have
been extracted, reconstructed, and evaluated.

Findings and Results

The findings of this research show that Mulla Sadra, relying on the Primacy of
Existence (Asalat al-Wujud) and a precise analysis of the nature of time and non-
existence, has provided innovative solutions for both paradoxes:

1. Solving the Paradox of the Entanglement of Existence and Non-existence:
Mulla Sadra accepts that in existentially weak matters like motion and time,
existence and non-existence are intertwined (entangled). He explicitly states that
every part of motion entails the non-existence of another part. However, unlike
dialetheists who consider this state as a "conjunction of contradictions," Sadra
offers a more precise analysis:

e Distinction between Added Non-existence and Contradictory Non-
existence: Sadra argues that the non-existence of each part of motion is "Added
Non-existence" (Adam-e Muzaf)—meaning the absence of that part in the time of
another part—not "Contradictory Non-existence" (Adam-e Naqiz) which would be
the total negation of existence.

¢ Repelling Non-existence: The existence of every part of motion is, in fact, the
repeller of its own non-existence. Contradiction occurs when the existence of a part
is combined with the non-existence of the same part at the same time. However, in
motion, the existence of part (A) is accompanied by the non-existence of part (B).
Sadra explains that the realization of each part is the removal of the non-existence
of that part, and this process of continuous replacement is not a contradiction, but
the nature of "gradual occurrence" (Tadrij al-Huduth). Therefore, although ordinary
language says "the moving object both is and is not," precise philosophical
language says "the moving object is in the state of gradually fulfilling its
existence," and these existential degrees are mixed with relative non-existences due
to their weakness, but not in the manner of logical contradiction.

2. Solving the Paradox of the Non-existence of Motion Itself: Regarding the
second challenge, Ibn Sina believed that "Traversing Motion" (as an extended
matter from origin to destination) does not exist in the external world because its
parts do not coexist (the past is gone and the future has not come). He considered
only "Mediating Motion" (the simple state of being between origin and destination)
to be real. Mulla Sadra, however, considers this path incomplete and defends the
external existence of traversing motion:

e Critique of Ibn Sina: Sadra argues that if traversing motion (extended) does
not exist externally, then Time, which is the measure of motion, should not exist
either (because one cannot be the measure of a non-existent matter or a simple



matter without extension). Denying traversing motion leads to the denial of Time,
which is inconsistent with Ibn Sina's own principles.

e Proving Traversing Motion: By introducing the concept of "Gradual
Existence," Mulla Sadra states that the expectation of the "coexistence of parts" in
temporal existences is a misplaced expectation. Beings are of two types: "Stable-
in-essence" (Qar al-Zat), whose parts exist together (like a line on paper), and
"Unstable-in-essence" (Ghayr Qar al-Zat), whose existence is spread over the span
of time. Traversing motion is an extended existence whose essence is "flow." The
lack of coexistence of parts is not a defect, but a requirement of its fluid nature.

e Trans-substantial Motion (Harkat-e Johari): Based on the principle of
Trans-substantial Motion, Sadra does not consider motion as an accident on a
substance, but counts it as the very mode of existence of the material substance.
The material world is a world where "being" is identical to "becoming." Therefore,
traversing motion exists as a four-dimensional and extended reality in the external
world, and the paradox of the "non-existence of parts" stems from confusing the
rules of stable beings with fluid beings.

Ultimately, Sadra, by carefully distinguishing between mental and external
judgments and distinguishing between types of non-existence and types of
existence (stable and unstable), shows that Islamic philosophy has high potential to
answer modern logical challenges (such as the paradoxes of Dialetheism) without
needing to abandon fundamental logical principles (such as the Principle of Non-
Contradiction).
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