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Abstract

One of the most prominent Muslim intellectuals who, under the influence of
Christian Orientalists, has theorized in the field of Quranic studies and research in
recent decades is the Algerian-French thinker, Mohamed Arkoun. This research
seeks to examine the influence of Christian Orientalists on the thoughts of
Muhammad Arkoun. Therefore, this article attempts to examine and criticize, using
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a descriptive-analytical method, the influence of Arkon on Christian Orientalists in
concepts such as revelation, the collection of the Quran, falsifiability, the stories of
the Quran, and the rejection of traditional interpretations. Therefore, by examining
Arkon's influence on Christian Orientalists in the field of Quranic studies, it seems
that he believes in the religious experience of revelation, the lack of collection and
organization of the Quran during the time of the Prophet (PBUH), the distortion, the
mythological nature of the stories, and the ineffectiveness of traditional
interpretations of the Quran, which contradict the proof of God's wisdom and the
sacredness of the Holy Quran. These thoughts have been criticized and reviewed
based on Quranic verses, narrations, and reliable historical reports.

Keywords: Quran, Bible, Christian Orientalists, Muhammad Arkoun,
Epistemology, Influence.

Problem statement

Mohammad Arkoun is one of the prominent contemporary thinkers in Quranic
studies who, with a new and critical approach, has reviewed the ways of
understanding religious texts and their challenges. In one of his conversations with
Hashem Saleh, he says about how he was influenced by Christian Orientalists: "In
understanding the Quran, I was inspired by the method of Daniel Rous, a Christian
writer and member of the French Academy, and came to the idea that a similar
method of analyzing the Gospels could be applied to the Quran.

Although he did not explain the details of his method in his conversation with
Hashem Saleh, he considers it a method that has helped him satisfy his scientific
curiosity and carry out his research and writings (Arkon, 2009, pp. 71-72).

With his own unique perspective, he placed the Quran alongside the Gospels and
theorized with a new approach to Islamic studies, especially the Quran, whose views
have provoked different reactions in Islamic societies, including Iran. Inspired by the
ideas of Christian Orientalists, he attempts to present a new approach to a more
scientific and deeper understanding of religious texts.

Influenced by Christian Orientalists, he has raised issues in the Quran such as
revelation, the collection of the Quran, the possibility of distortion, the stories of the
Quran, and the rejection of traditional interpretations.

As a result, examining Arkon's influence on Christian Orientalists reveals that he
believes in the religious experience of revelation, the collection of the Quran after
the time of the Prophet (PBUH), its falsifiability, the mythological nature of the
stories, and the rejection of traditional interpretations of the Quran, which are in
conflict with the sacredness of the Quran.
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Therefore, the research question is based on the following: To what extent was
Archon influenced by the ideas of Christian Orientalists and what criticisms are
made of this view?

Method

This research uses a descriptive-analytical method to examine and criticize the
influence of Orkon on Christian Orientalists on Quranic topics.

Findings and Results

The following results were obtained by examining the concepts mentioned in
Orkon's comments and comparing them with the teachings of the Quran:

1. Arkon considers revelation to be a human experience and the result of
conversations at the time of revelation, but this view is incompatible with Quranic
teachings and lacks scientific support or credible evidence.

2. Arkon believes that the Quran was compiled after the death of the Prophet
(PBUH), but Quranic and historical evidence shows that its compilation and
arrangement took place during the time of the Prophet (PBUH).

3. He believes in the distortion of the Quran based on the evidence of oral
transmission, the plurality of copies of the Quran, and differences in readings.
However, the Quran is immune to distortion based on historical, transmission, and
intellectual evidence.

4. Arkon considers the stories of the Quran to be mythical and symbolic and believes
that these stories are not historical accounts, but rather were formed within the
cultural and social framework of their time; however, this claim conflicts with the
view of Muslim Quran scholars.

5. Orkon considers traditional interpretations ineffective due to their disregard for
historical and cultural contexts and calls for their reconstruction; however, this view
requires a comprehensive revolution in religious texts, which is practically
impossible and unacceptable.
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