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Abstract

Political commitment to a political system is one of the key concepts in political
thought. To what extent and under what conditions is political commitment to a
government justifiable? Although this concept is conventionally considered an
invention of modern thought, a deep examination of the philosophical tradition of
the Islamic East, particularly Suhrawardi, shows that he had a philosophical theory
about this concept. Using a descriptive-analytical method, this paper first seeks to
explain Suhrawardi's philosophical theory of human authority, which serves as the
theoretical basis for understanding the concept of rebellion in his political thought.

Building upon the theory of human authority, the paper then reveals how Suhrawardi
analyzes rebellion in light of the world’s luminous and rational structure. By linking
it to the politics of darkness, he considers it a natural product of political decline. He
also views the continuation of a subject's rebellion as a source of chaos and the
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perpetuation of political decadence. Therefore, by distinguishing cosmic governance
from political governance in order to refine the concept of rebellion, he interprets it
as theoretical rebellion, which is intended to provide the ground for the
transformation of practical politics.
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Introduction

Statement of the Problem:

The fundamental issue in explaining the concept of rebellion and revolution is to
what extent and for how long political commitment is permissible. Is political
commitment unlimited or limited? Each of these viewpoints has proponents in the
history of political thought. Some Ash'ari political thinkers, such as Al-Mawardi, Ibn
Jama'ah, and Khwaja Nizam al-Mulk, did not believe in any limitations on political
commitment. They held that no obstacle other than death could prevent the subjects'
obedience to the political ruler. They believed that if the head of government were
just, he would be rewarded for his deeds, and it would be obligatory upon the subjects
to give thanks; and if he were tyrannical, he himself would be held accountable
before God. When subjects do not have the right to evaluate or disobey a
government, the ruler has no accountability to them. At best, he will be responsible
only to divine justice. For this reason, the only thing the people can do in the face of
such governments is to endure them with patience.

In contrast to this view, others like Al-Farabi, Avicenna, and Suhrawardi—the
subject of this paper—considered legal limitations on the political commitment of
the subjects to the political ruler. Suhrawardi's thought on the concept of rebellion
posits that since politics is based on the rational structure of the universe, justice, and
virtue, the focus on individual desire and the emergence of injustice in the political
structure leads to the decline of the political order. Consequently, he views rebellion
as the natural outcome of such a situation.

Research Method

The research method is descriptive-analytical, which proceeds by referring to
Suhrawardi's original philosophical texts to provide a novel interpretation of his
thought.

Research Background

Numerous articles have been written on Suhrawardi's political thought, attempting
to deduce his political views and explain the structure of politics based on his
[luminationist philosophy. However, this article aims to deduce the concept of
human authority and the limits of its external authority to overthrow a government
directly from Suhrawardi's ontology. In this paper, it is shown how he analyzes
rebellion in light of the world's luminous and rational structure and, by linking it to
"dark politics," considers it a natural product of political decline. It also argues that
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the continuation of a popular rebellion leads to chaos and a perpetuation of political
decline. Therefore, by distinguishing between cosmic authority and political
authority to clarify the concept of rebellion, he interprets it as a "theoretical
rebellion" that is meant to prepare the ground for changing practical politics.

Findings and Results

From what has been said, it becomes clear that the possibility of the concept of
rebellion in political thought is dependent on a metaphysical foundation. In the
philosophical and theological thought of Suhrawardi's time, a powerful metaphysics
restricted human agency in ontology, stripping people of their will and choice and
transforming them into passive elements in the order of being. Consequently, in the
political realm, the subjects' power to change or disobey a tyrannical ruler became
meaningless.

To open a possibility for the concept of rebellion in political thought, Suhrawardi
had no choice but to dismantle the foundation of that powerful metaphysics that
shackled human action. To this end, he first developed a theory in the domain of
metaphysics to empower humans within the sphere of existence. By believing in the
human capacity to change the world, he provided a theoretical possibility for
establishing a theory of rebellion in political thought.Based on this view, he divides
authority into two spheres: cosmic authority and political authority, making rebellion
possible only within the political sphere. With this theoretical explanation, he saw
rebellion as a natural result of political decline and linked it to the practical politics
moving away from the world's rational foundation. He believed that whenever "dark
politics" emerges, politics is drawn into decline and darkness, and rebellion will arise
from within it.

Although Suhrawardi considered a popular rebellion to be a natural result of "dark
politics" and political decline, he believed that its continuation would keep society
in chaos and would not serve as a factor for transition out of decline. In his view, a
popular rebellion must eventually transform into a '"theoretical rebellion,"
changing the foundations of politics from individual motives, desires, and interests
to rationality, ethics, and public interests. He considered this rebellion to be a gradual
and transformative process that would progressively change the foundations of
irrational politics into a rational one.

With this view, he attempted to create a gradual and transformative change in the
practical politics of his time by influencing the Ayyubid court—which was seen as
a symbol of tyrannical and authoritarian politics. He sought to influence the Ayyubid
caliphs and bring them closer to philosophical and rational thought, thereby bringing
about a practical change in their political system through a "theoretical rebellion"
within the structure of Ayyubid tyrannical politics. Although he links his intended
rebellion to a theoretical one, he never removes rebellion from the political realm
and transfers it to the individual sphere of ethics and knowledge. This is because, in
his thought, rational and moral transformation is only possible within a political



context. In this way, the concept of rebellion becomes a fundamentally political
matter.
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