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Abstract

The Jamal School (School of Divine Beauty) is a valuable mystical tradition within
Islamic culture that, based on its worldview, considers existence to be a perfect
mirror reflecting Divine Beauty. Iranian mystics elevated Islamic mysticism and
the Jamal School by integrating Islamic thought, while Muslim artists, inspired by
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the ontological foundations of this school, created works embodying absolute truth
and Divine Beauty. This school venerates beauty as one of the fundamental pillars
of existence and a path to attaining Divine Love. Today, however, mysticism and
its teachings face neglect and disarray. In the past, Iranian architecture was deeply
rooted in cultural concepts, and culture, in turn, was influenced by architecture—to
the extent that mystical works often described architectural creations as
manifestations of beauty. Thus, there is a pressing need to revive mystical thought
from obscurity and preserve the connection between cultural concepts and
architecture. The primary objective of this study is, first, to identify the
characteristics and components of the Jamal School and articulate its architectural
principles, and second, to analyze these components in historical and religious
structures. The Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque, as an exemplary work of Islamic
architecture, was examined. The findings reveal that in the Jamal School, music
serves as a means to transcend materiality and attain spirituality, while beauty
ultimately leads to Divine Love. Moreover, the components of the Jamal School
are fully embodied in the Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque, making it a quintessential
symbol of this school.

Keywords: Jamal School, Islamic Mysticism, Beauty, Divine Love, Sheikh
Lotfollah Mosque.

Problem Statement

Within Islamic culture, numerous intellectual, philosophical, and mystical schools
have flourished. Among these, the influential doctrine of the Aesthetic School
(Maktab-e Jamal) - a philosophy celebrating beauty - profoundly shaped historical
art. Through the contributions of Persian philosophers to Islamic mysticism, this
school achieved remarkable innovations, leaving an enduring legacy in poetry and
literature. The Aesthetic School venerates beauty as supreme, considering the love
of beauty intrinsic to human nature and transcendent of boundaries.

The research problem stems from the contemporary marginalization of valuable
Islamic mystical traditions, now facing gradual oblivion. Reviving these schools of
thought holds significant importance. Given that Iran's historical Islamic
architecture reflects past philosophies, studying architectural monuments can
provide visual symbols to revitalize and preserve these traditions.

Research Question:

How were the principles of the Aesthetic School manifested in historical Islamic
architecture, considering its presence in past artworks, poetry, and beliefs?

Method

This qualitative study employs a descriptive-analytical approach. After identifying
the Aesthetic School's doctrines, components, and characteristics, they were
systematically categorized to examine their architectural manifestations. Library
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resources and textual analysis were utilized, with Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque
randomly selected as a case study among Islamic architectural monuments.

Finding and Results

Mysticism and aesthetics have always shared an intimate connection, with mystical
texts serving as a rich source for extracting aesthetic concepts. Mystics and
spiritual seekers have consistently pursued a beautiful perspective and an aesthetic
approach to life, crystallizing this beauty in their poetic and prose works. Thus,
mystical poetry and literature themselves serve as a profound resource for
uncovering aesthetic symbols and metaphors, as well as their manifestation in
architecture.

In Islamic mysticism, the origin of existence traces back to its Creator. Similarly,
within the Aesthetic School (Maktab-e Jamal), beauty leads to divine love and
ultimately to the Creator. This school speaks of beauty, perceives God as Beautiful
(al-Jamil), and regards all of God’s creations as beautiful—using their beauty as a
pathway to divine beauty and true love. God Himself is Beautiful and has
embedded beauty within the essence of His creations so that beings, through their
innate divine-seeking nature, may contemplate the beauty of the universe and
ascend toward God.

Thus, the common thread uniting these ideas is the Creator of existence and the
sign of cosmic unity (wahdat al-wujtd). From this interpretation, we can deduce
that unity and the oneness of existence are also manifestations of the Aesthetic
School’s thought. Sama‘’ (spiritual listening) and music, central to Islamic
mysticism and the teachings of the Aesthetic School’s luminaries, frequently
appear in their works—evoking imagery of flowers, plants, the music of water,
birdsong, and the whispering wind.

In mystical thought, the relationship between humans and nature holds profound
significance. Humans are seen as manifestations and mirrors of divine beauty. The
Aesthetic School emphasizes the reflection of divine beauty in humanity, guiding
metaphorical love (‘ishq-e majazi) toward true divine love (‘ishq-e haqiqi). This
reflection must transcend the veils of intellect, heart, and physical nature to bring
one to the threshold of divine love. Love, born from beauty, consists of two
ladders: ma‘rifah (gnosis) and mahabbah (affection). The realm of love is the
culmination of knowledge and devotion. Through beauty, we attain love.
According to mystics, love is divided into three categories:

Minor Love (‘Ishg-e Asghar): Love for fellow humans, as they are mirrors of
divine beauty.

Intermediate Love (‘Ishq-e Awsat): Love for all creation.

Supreme Love (‘Ishq-e Akbar): Love for divine communion and the Essence of the
Truth (Dhat al-Haqq).
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Through an architectural analysis of Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque as a case study
based on the Aesthetic School’s principles, this research concludes that the mosque
fully embodies the school’s components. It stands as a symbol of the Aesthetic
School, capable of elevating visitors to divine love upon entering its sacred space.
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