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Abstract

There are various viewpoints regarding the levels of creation and enation of
plurality out of unity in the history of Islamic thoughts. Among them, Abu Hamed
Ghazali and Ain al-Quzat Hamedani, despite their discrepancies with Islamic
Peripatetic Plotinus in the theory of Emanations and oneness (Al-Vahed) principle,
keeping theoretical aspects, tried to solve the problem through illuminations
perspectives and with the discussion on light and manifestation. The present study
is conducted by a comparative-analytical method to investigate the ontological
view of Ghazali and Ain al-Quzat in issuing the plurality of unity. The findings
represent that the concept of the Great Soul in the ontological system of Ain al-
Quzat has similarities with Mutaa in Abu Hamed Ghazali's view. The Great Soul
and Mutaa refer to a divine order responsible for creation and world regulation.
Both viewpoints are examples of Mohammad’s light which is the first
manifestation of Nour al Anwar (light of lights). Ghazali focused on its true
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knowledge aspect and Ain al-Quzat on its ontology. Although Mutaa and Great
Soul have similar nature to the First Intellect of Islamic Peripatetic since their
relations to God is like the relation between light and the source of light, they lack
true existence and agency. Therefore, rejecting the linear and sequential order of
creation, both thinkers raised the view of stewardship or the coexistence of the
creator with creatures.
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Problem Statement

In the history of Islamic thought, various viewpoints have described the quality of
creation and emanation of plurality out of unity. Many mystics have come to
oppose the Islamic Peripatetic regarding Plotinus's theory of emanations and the
principle of oneness. Abu-Hamed Ghazali (550-450 A.H.) is the foremost
theologian and mystic who sought to reject the longitudinal stages of creation in
the view of philosophies in his The Incoherence of the Philosophers. To explain
logically the issue of the world from the Unique God, he believes that the
longitudinal explanation of creation stages is required, which is contrary to God's
agency since God is the only agent. According to Ghazali, the intellect cannot
comprehend the world's creation quality, and discussing the issue of the first effect
and the levels of intellects and souls is more unintelligent, rather than revealing the
relationships of creation.

Ain al-Quzat Hamedani (525-492 AH), whom Abu Hamed Ghazali greatly
influenced, agrees with Abu Hamed that from the intellect perspective, there is no
other way than to explain the issuing of beings from a unique essence in
longitudinal and order of creation. It is the critical difference between rationalists
(people of reasoning) and gnostics (people of knowledge) because the gnostics do
not believe in the orderly issuance of beings and consider it against the application
of the right to creation.

Now, this question is raised: Which alternative point of view has Abu Hamid al-
Ghazali and Ain al-Quzat Hamadani put forward for issuing the plurality of unity?
Although Abu Hamed Ghazali's The Incoherence of the Philosophers considers
reason incapable of reaching the truth of the matter and entrusts it to revelation, by
discussing light and its levels in the manner of the gnostics, he tries to explain the
method of bringing out the plurality of unity. Similarly, Ain al-Quzat explains the
quality of creation in an illuminating way. The study aims to compare the
ontological views of Abu Hamed Ghazali and Ain al-Quzat Hamadani in
discussing issuing a plurality of unity through a comparative-analytical method.

Method
This article used a comparative-analytical method.
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Findings and Results

Abu Hamed Ghazali and Ain al-Quzat Hamdani were both among the thinkers who
opposed the oneness principle and the Emanation theory. They tried to substitute
the light-based ontology with the view of Islamic Peripatetic. What Ain al-Quzat
referred to Great Soul as the source of creation and world regulation is directly
related to Ghazali’s concept of Mutaa. Undoubtedly, Ain al-Quzat was impacted by
Ghazali’s thoughts in his ontological view, specifically in Mishkat al-Anwar.
Meanwhile, these are the illuminationist perspectives that enrich Ghazali’s
ontological system. His viewpoints even had effects on thinkers after him, like
Sheikh Eshrag and Ibn Arabi.

Both thinkers have tried to express their ontological viewpoints in the way of
reason and beyond reason. That's why they philosophically systematized their
illumination ontology. However, the question is still raised that if
Ghazali's Mutaa and Ain al-Quzat's Great Soul have similar nature to "First
Intellect” among Illuminations, can they be regarded as believing in the oneness
principle of illumination philosophers while both thinkers are against the
longitudinal and ordered creation? Some believe the oneness principle is required
to accept the emanation theory and sequential creation through mediation. Since
the emanation theory is opposed to the manifestation theory from the perspective of
mystics, accepting the manifestation theory contradicts the acceptance of the
oneness principle. While based on the study, it is possible to believe in the
stewardship or God's companionship with creatures; simultaneously, in the
discussion of the manifestation of oneness, approaching the principle of oneness is
conceivable; as Ibn Arabi used the oneness principle in addition to the unity of
existence.
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