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Abstract

Issue of the Femininity principle and its place in different religions has always been
considered, but in recent decades due to feminist movements, this issue has also
reached to traditional Jewish societies. In all religions, the female element has been
considered in creation, but we try to take a descriptive-analytical approach, relying
on the book of Zohar, to the Femininity principle in Jewish mysticism. This issue, in
the doctrine of Kabbalah and in the book of Zohar, which is the most important
mystical book of the Kabbalism more extensively expressed and the Femininity
principle with “Bina” and “Malchut” (Shekhinah) Sefirot, in particular way has been
expressed. Bina and Shekhinah Sefirot are two feminine elements that, by their
feminine function in the world, have caused the stream existence in the Universe,
and the lower world has been created due to the names and attributes that heavenly
Supernal Mother took from Ein- Sof. In the world, union of feminine and masculine
elements causes movement and harmony between the components of the Universe.
Shekhinah, who is the presence of God and His feminine manifestation, is separated
from Ein - Sof due to Adam's sin and explusion to the material world. This issue is
so important in Kabbalian mysticism and Kabbalian gnostic recommends the Jews
to restore the unity of “Ein-Sof” and “Shekhinah” by performing religions duties and
practicing the Torah.

Keywords: Femininity principle, Judaism, Zohar, Bina, Shekhinah.

Problem Statement

The present article describes position of the Femininity principle in the ontology of
Jewish mysticism. The subject of this article is according to the Zohar, cosmic
function of the Femininity principle in process of creation is more colorful than the
male principle; Because Bina, as a mother, by union with Hochma, creates Sefirot.
Also, Shekhinah, as a daughter, has an essential role in reproduction of the Sefirot
and brings their light to material world and creates balance in existence. Does the
Femininity principle have an appearance and inside aspect in the ontology of Jewish
mysticism and Kabbalah? To what extent can the Jews by performing religious
duties, return the Shekhinah to their main homeland, which is Ein- Sof, so that
balance restores to the world?

Method

In this article, which is a kind of basic research, the method of library study of main
sources including Persian and English scientific books is used. In addition, the
approach of this writing is descriptive and analytical.

Finding and Results
It seems Bina has two unique features, first is returning of creatures to Ein-Sof is
done by the Bina, and second is Bina does not accept any restrictions and only
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receives the light of Hochma at the request of Ein-Sof to create the Universe. The
second Femininity principle is Malchut or Shekhinah, which has two aspects. When
we discuss divine aspect of sefirot, we know it as Malchut, but when we talk about
the manifestation and presence of God in the material world, we express it with
Shekhinah. The Malchut has several characteristics, including that Malchut is
allowed to generation by receives light of Hochma from Bina. Another is that
Malchut is the only sefirah who has will to receive light of pleasure and love and it
has a tendency towards plurality, and for this reason, Malchut has a limit and a
determination. Now, if we discuss the external aspect of Malchut, we should mention
the Shekhinah, which is an active female element in most of the Jewish mystical
texts and has the task of receiving divine grace from the upper world and giving it to
the lower world.
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