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Abstract

The question of the essence of beauty and how the ancient architectural spaces of
this land are revealed to their audiences as beautiful works is an important question
that has always been of interest to scholars and thinkers in this field. The aim of this
study is deal with this issue rethinking from a different perspective, with more basic
approah. By formulating and applying Heidegger's phenomenological method of
thinking, we attempt to go through more disclosure and deep reflection on the
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essence of the beauty ancient architectural spaces. In this regard, the illumination of
the essence Of aesthetic is achieved not by conceptual thinking but by reference to
the architectural work itself. We read the naghshe jahan square as one of the most
beautiful works of Isfahan in the Safavid era to answer the question that how does
naghshe jahan square manifest itself in the emotions and aesthetic experience of its
audience? Finally, the interpretation of the audience's aesthetic experiences revealed
for the audiences some elements, including freewill, consolatory, sanctity, honesty,
spirituality, life, illumination, novelty, and logic, which represents that the naghshe
jahan square is being revealed to the audiences as an artistic, humane, naturalistic,
functional, ethical and memorable work and creates a beautiful and enjoyable
experience for them.

Keyword: Phenomenology, Hermeneutic Phenomenology, Beauty, Naghshe Jahan
Square, Traditional Art.

Problem Statement

The research question of this study is due to the crisis, which we face in the aesthetic
state of contemporary architecture. A crisis that has dominated architecture for many
years, and is the consequence of changing our view of beauty. Our contemporary
architecture has lost the meaningful and beautiful spaces that were once created
under the auspices of beauty in the heart of past architecture. Asking for the aesthetic
feeling that exists in our monuments and which we have lost today, suggests the need
for a return to the past. Understanding the past is essential, especially in a world
where our intellectual base is not ours.

To reveal the nature of beauty in past architecture, we have chosen the
phenomenological way, which is the only way to reveal beauty in the immediate
experience of architecture. This is a way out of Western thought - but a critique of
it- and in our opinion, there is no other choice. Especially when our tradition has
become rigid and has lost its life. In this way we come up with the original Husserl's
motto: " back to the 'things themselves"; by referring to the artwork itself, we seek
to attain the essence of beauty. In the first step, we try to get rid of all our past
mentalities and let it manifest itself to us. In this thinking, unlike modern thinking,
illumination is not my own, but along with traditional thinking, belive that
illumination belongs to the phenomenon itself. To follow this path, the Naghshe
Jahan square has read as a building containing aesthetic feeling in Isfahan Safavid
era. In this way, we seek to answer the fundamental question of what are the
fundamental components of the beauty of Naghshe Jahan Square in the eyes of the
audience? And how does the Naghshe Jahan Square manifest itself to its audience?
And we make this interpretation with respect to the concept of beauty and the
perception of beauty in the past. In this regard, we tried to interpret the ontological
foundations of the aesthetics of the Square, by using in-depth interviews and
collecting descriptive reports from students and tourists. Because our only tool for
understanding the architectural beauty of that time is today's understanding with
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knowledge and insight into the world of tradition, to lead us to a more original
interpretation.

Method

In this study, while attempting to adhere to the general definition of
phenomenological method, - Describing and Interpreting the Experience of Human
Life (Seamon, 2013, p. 143) with the aim of understanding and describing the
phenomenon in a comprehensive and correct way, without any pre-emptive
theoretical, intellectual or common sense viewpoint (moran, 2005)-together with
Heidegger's thought to read an artwork from the pre-modern era, we sought to make
points that, despite the difference between our universe and those works, can come
to a genuine understanding of the beauty of Naghshe Jahan. This is certainly not the
end, and this research is simply about opening the way and not claiming to reach the
goal; Rather, it is merely revealing the subject from a particular point of view. Along
the way, we have examined our pre-understandings of beauty; the etymology of the
word beauty; the discovery of the world of Safavid art and architecture; the
interpretation of the audience's lived experiences through interviews; and reports
collected from the aesthetic experience of the students and tourists. To finally
understand how the Naghshe Jahan Square appeared to the audience.

Findings and Results

From the interpretation of the data, we have obtained the components such as; Peace
of mind; freedom of mind; spirituality; life; uniqueness; wonder and admiration;
thoughtful design; persistence; goodness; joy and happiness; novelty; intuition;
attraction; art; diversity; harmony; being with another; delightsome and relationship
with Nature. Interpretation of these components indicated that Naghshe Jahan
Square is beautiful to the audience- Because it is a work linked to nature- It is a good
and desirable work; it is human; and it has responded to all the physical, mental and
psychological needs of man. The square architecture supports the desired function.
Unlike today's architecture, the past architecture was focused on the inside, on the
flow of life, on the human being living in. From the audience's point of view, the
architects of this work have been human beings different from today. Indeed, they
were real human beings. They had saw more beauty inside than the appearance of
the building; and Most of their emotions were influenced by the creation of a work
of art and human in the past. The square also emerged as an artwork where presence
in that is memorable and brings us back to its originality. Unlike today's architecture
where we are perpelxed, being present in past architecture brings us peace of mind.
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