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From Linguistic Miracle to Existential Superiority: A
Transcendental Re-reading of the Qur anic Challenge
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Abstract

Explaining the nature of the "Qur'anic Challenge" (Tahaddi) and the secret of its
miracle has often been confined to literary and rhetorical analyses, neglecting its
ontological depths. Transcendent Theosophy (Al-Hikmat Al-Muta’aliyah) possesses
the capacity to transition from linguistic analyses to existential realms. This research
demonstrates that by adopting a "transcendental phenomenology," the Quranic
challenge is not merely a linguistic rivalry, but a truth rooted in the "gradational
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degrees of existence" (Tashkik al-Wujud). Humanity's inability to rival the Quran is
caused by an "existential inability" to reach the exalted level of the "innovative
word" (Kalam-e Ibda'i) from which the Quran originates. Furthermore, it is proven
that a complete perception of the Quran's truth requires an "existential affinity"
(Sankhiyyat-e Wujudi) with the source of revelation, which is only realized within
the horizon of the "Perfect Man" (the Prophet). In this approach, the challenge
transforms from an "epistemological deadlock" into an "existential invitation" for
gradational movement, leading to the foundation of an "existential hermeneutics"
where the interpretation of the Quran becomes a process of "becoming" for the
interpreter.

Keywords: Transcendent Theosophy, Transcendental Epistemology, Transcendental
Phenomenology, Quranic Challenge (Tahaddi), Mulla Sadra.

Problem Statement

Introduction:

Philosophy is inherently a rational effort to perceive the truth of the phenomena of
existence. In the light of Transcendent Theosophy, Mulla Sadra opened a new path
for understanding the realms of the universe by presenting an ontological framework.
Within this intellectual system, one of the most fundamental phenomena is the "Holy
Quran" and, specifically, the challenge of "Tahaddi"—a challenge through which the
Quran calls upon the entire universe to rival it. Conventional approaches have often
focused on rhetorical and literary aspects, failing to provide a comprehensive
analysis due to their neglect of the concept of "transcendence" (meaning being
immaterial and supernatural).

Main Problem:

A transcendental perspective reveals that the inability to rival the Quran is rooted in
humanity's existential distance from the ontological level of the Quran. This shifts
the question from "Why can't we speak like it?" to "Why can't we reach its existential
source?". Therefore, the main problem of this research is: How can the "Quranic
Challenge" be explained as a transcendental phenomenon based on Mulla Sadra's
philosophical foundations?

Sub-questions:

What is the meaning of "transcendental” in Mulla Sadra's thought, and what is its
place in his philosophical system? Is "Tahaddi" in the Quran merely a literary and
lexical assessment, or does it carry an epistemological and cognitive weight?

What are the functions and consequences of the Quran's "Tahaddi component" for
human beings, and what role does it play in their guidance, cognition, or
epistemological training?
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Method

Based on the structure of the current research, this article utilizes a descriptive-
analytical method relying on philosophical foundations. By adopting the approach
of "transcendental phenomenology" and relying on the fundamental principles of
"Transcendent Theosophy" (such as the principality of existence, the gradation of
existence, the personal unity of existence, and substantive motion), this research
attempts to elevate the phenomenon of Tahaddi beyond theological and linguistic
analyses, analyzing it within an ontological and transcendental framework.

Findings and Results

The truth of the Quran's miracle lies not in linguistic appearances, but in its
"existential level," meaning the Quran is not merely a text, but the "descended
existence" of a transcendent truth and the manifestation of the divine word. Human
inability to rival the Quran is not due to literary limitations, but rather an "existential
inability" to ascend to the ontological horizon of the "innovative word".
Receiving the truth of the Quran requires "existential affinity"; thus, this truth is fully
manifested only within the existential capacity of the "Perfect Man" (the Prophet),
who encompasses all levels of existence. Tahaddi is not an unbearable burden for
general audiences. Based on the gradation of existence, it serves three universal
functions: First, it acts as a "sign" (Ayah) and empirical proof of the text's
transcendent source. Second, it is a "gracious invitation" to gradational movement
and existential journeying to elevate human capacity. Third, the understanding of the
miracle possesses longitudinal levels, allowing every audience (such as a litterateur,
jurist, philosopher, or mystic) to perceive an aspect of this miracle corresponding to
their own existential level.

Accepting this approach leads to the establishment of "existential hermeneutics"—a
novel methodology in which interpreting the Quran is no longer a purely mental
activity, but requires the interpreter's soul to achieve affinity with the truth of the text
throughout a cognitive-existential journey.
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