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Abstract

The question of the creation of the world, with emphasis on the theory of "creation
from nothing" (creatio ex nihilo), is of great importance for the followers of the
Abrahamic religions, and it can be said that they all share a common stance against
Greek philosophy, which regards the world as eternal and advocates "creation from
pre-existing matter".However, they disagree about how it was formed. Was the
creation of the universe direct, without intermediaries, or with intermediaries? In this
article, the views of Ibn Sina and Al-Ghazali on this disagreement and its foundations
are examined. This research was conducted using an analytical-comparative method
and a conceptual analysis and comparison of worldview foundations and it is
believed that the difference and conflict between these two thinkers on this issue,
although it stems from religious texts, is more due to the difference between
theological cosmology and philosophical cosmology. Philosophical cosmology,
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based on the theory of causality, considers the world system to be a hierarchical
system in which knowledge is transmitted through a being superior to itself
According to the "rule of one", it says that from the first cause, which is a simple
being in all respects and devoid of any kind of multiplicity, only one being, called
the first intellect, has been issued. However, in the first issue, there are multiple
aspects that can be the corrector of the issue of plurality in the world. However,
theological cosmology - especially Ash'ari theology - does not give any place to
causality and justifies and interprets the issue of creation by citing divine
omnipotence.

Keywords: creation, philosophical causality, the principle of oneness, Ibn Sina's
cosmology, Ghazali's theological criticism, the occurrence and pre-existence of the
world.

The Problem statement

The purpose of this article is to explain the dispute between Al-Ghazali and Ibn Sina
on the issue of "creation with or without an intermediary. This issue is not only one
of Ghazali's challenges to Ibn Sina, but also one of the issues of dispute between
theologians and philosophers. The roots of this conflict must be sought in the
cosmology of Avicenna and the cosmology of Ghazali. Avicenna's cosmology, like
that of any other philosopher, is based on the "theory of cause and effect," according
to which both plurality and unity prevail in the system of existence and The world
system is a multipolar system with hierarchies that have a longitudinal relationship
with each other, meaning that each subsequent level is the effect of the higher level,
and each higher level in the chain of cause and effect is the cause of the lower level.
One of the principles of this type of philosophical cosmology is the philosopher's
adherence to the "rule of correspondence between cause and effect," meaning that
the philosopher says that not every effect is issued from every cause, and not every
cause creates every effect. Rather, there must be a kind of proportion, harmony, and
correspondence between cause and effect. According to this cosmology, Avicenna,
like every other philosopher, believes in the "principle of unity" and believes that the
emergence of the universe is accomplished through intermediary causes and that its
direct emergence is impossible and violates the law of causality and contiguity."
However, Ghazali's cosmology - like the cosmology of theologians - lacks hierarchy;
they consider the world system to be unipolar and uniaxial. But not of the mono-axial
type that exists in mystical cosmology (the theory of monism), because mystical
cosmology, based on the "theory of the personal unity of existence," believes that "there
is no existence except Allah," but does not deny plurality or the existence of a medium.
Because, instead of the philosophical "multiplicity of levels of existence", mystical
cosmology believes in "multiplicity of manifestations of existence" and also justifies and
interprets the appearance of the world through the theory of "fixed objects."

However, Ash'ari theological cosmology also denies the law of causality (Razi, 1987,
vol. 8, p. 36) and considers God alone as the creator of things and actions (Taftazani,
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1989, vol. 4, p. 94) The result of this way of thinking is that there is no causality or
dependence between beings (Tahanvi, 1996, vol. 2, p. 8213: Razi, 1987, vol. &, p. 36:
Taftazani, 1989, vol. 8, p. 37) In addition, it denies the law of causality and necessity
(Ghazali, 2002, p. 199; Hamo, 1993, p. 247-190) And it believes that every being comes
into existence directly through divine power. According to this theological cosmology,
it imagines a world that is nothing more than the place and actions of the manifestation
of divine power.

By denying the "rule of oneness", theologians have also denied the existence of an
intermediary creation and believe that the universe is confined to this physical world
(Ghazali, 2003, p. 70) Although Ghazali also believes in the existence of order and order
in the universe, what he means by the order of the universe is the physical and material
world (ibid.) This type of cosmology denies any abstract entity in the universe except the
existence of God and considers it impossible to prove an abstract entity other than God
(Razi, 1987, vol. 7, p. 25: Ghazali, 2002, p. 145) And they deny what philosophers
believe in, such as abstract intellects and angels (Jorjani, 1907, vol. 2, pp. 47 and 74)
Fakhre Razi says that theologians consider beings such as angels, demons, and ghosts to
be physical beings (Razi, 1999, pp. 325-326) It is due to this difference in the type of
cosmology that Avicenna disagreed with theologians on several fundamental issues, and
it is not possible to examine all of them in one article. As we mentioned, our goal in this
article is to examine the difference and dispute between Avicenna and Ghazali on the
issue of "creation with or without an intermediary" by the Creator. The main question of
this article is why, unlike Ibn Sina, Ghazali believed in the theory of creation without
mediation on the issue of the creation of the world? And the sub-questions are: What is
the relationship between creation with or without mediation and the issues of causality,
the principle of the One, the occurrence and pre-existence of the universe, the theory of
divine grace, and the division of existence into the necessary existence and the possible
existence, or what is the division of existence into occurrence and pre-existence? The
author has attempted to examine the essence of the dispute between Al-Ghazali and
Avicenna regarding creation with or without an intermediary, and also the relationship
of the aforementioned questions to this dispute.

Methodlogy
This research was conducted using an analytical-comparative method and a conceptual
analysis and comparison of worldview foundations.

Results

Despite the opposition of Muslim theologians and Al-Ghazali to the theory of creation
through mediation, it can be said that Muslim philosophers, including Avicenna, have
been successful in advancing their goal. By providing solid evidence to prove their point
of view, criticizing the views of their opponents, and citing some religious texts, they
have been able to present a reasonable position for creation through mediation in Islamic
society. Furthermore, it seems that the law of causality and order among beings is
contrary to human nature.
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