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Abstract

This study provides an analytical and critical examination of John Searle's attempt
to explain the possibility of free will within the framework of "Biological
Naturalism". Searle’s project is driven by the need to reconcile the powerful
psychological experience of the "gap"—the sense that our actions are not preceded
by sufficient causal conditions—with a scientific world-view. To achieve this, he
moves beyond a purely psychological account and attempts to ground free will in
neurobiology.

Searle proposes two main hypotheses. The first, which he ultimately rejects as
leading to epiphenomenalism, suggests that while we feel free, our brains remain
deterministic classical systems. The second, more favored hypothesis, posits that the
brain is a non-deterministic system where consciousness, as a high-level feature,
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exercises "holistic causality”". To support this, Searle eventually invokes quantum
mechanics, arguing that the indeterminacy found at the micro-physical level might
be inherited by the macro-level of conscious decision-making.

The findings of this research indicate that Searle’s approach faces three fundamental
challenges. First, his concept of holistic causality appears inconsistent with his
biological naturalism, often veering toward emergent dualism. Second, the
"Randomness Challenge" suggests that quantum indeterminacy provides only
chance, not the rational agency required for free will. Finally, the "Selective
Causality" problem highlights the lack of a clear mechanism to explain why only
indeterminacy—and not randomness—is transferred from the subatomic to the
mental level. Consequently, the article concludes that Searle fails to provide a
cohesive and scientifically satisfying account of free will.

Keywords: John Searle, Biological Naturalism, Free Will, Holistic Causality,
Quantum Physics, The Gap, Neurobiology.

Problem Statement

The core problem addressed in this research is the conflict between the human
intuition of freedom and the deterministic implications of a naturalistic, physicalist
world-view. For a naturalist like Searle, the challenge is to explain how a biological
organ like the brain—governed by physical laws—can allow for "alternative
possibilities" at the moment of choice. If every mental state is caused by underlying
neurobiological processes, is the feeling of freedom merely a persistent cognitive
illusion? Searle seeks to bridge this gap without resorting to traditional dualism, yet
he must avoid the trap of epiphenomenalism, where consciousness is real but
causally redundant in the physical world.

Method
The research employs a critical-analytical method. It involves a systematic review
of Searle’s primary texts regarding the philosophy of mind, action, and rationality.

Findings And Results

The critical analysis yields several key findings:

Inconsistency of Holistic Causality: Searle’s claim that the "conscious system" can
influence its individual components (neurons) without being a separate substance is
problematic. Critics argue this either collapses into epiphenomenalism or requires a
level of causal independence that contradicts the very naturalism Searle defends.
The Failure of the Quantum Leap: While Searle relies on quantum mechanics to
provide the "indeterminacy" necessary for the gap, he lacks empirical evidence
showing that subatomic indeterminacy actually affects macro-level neural processes.
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The Randomness vs. Freedom Distinction: A major finding is that indeterminacy is
not equivalent to freedom. If an action is truly undetermined (in the quantum sense),
it is random, which is as much a threat to rational agency as determinism is.
Selective Causality and the Genetic Fallacy: Searle fails to explain why the "self"
can selectively inherit indeterminacy from the micro-level while filtering out
randomness. This is identified as a structural flaw in his move from the physical to
the mental level.

Conclusion: The research concludes that Searle's biological naturalism cannot yet
accommodate a robust, non-reductive theory of free will without sacrificing its own
foundational principles.
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