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Abstract

In the tradition of Islamic philosophy, the relationship between reason and religion
has consistently been one of the most fundamental epistemic issues. Muslim
philosophers have sought to provide a framework for the coexistence of
philosophical rationality and religious revelation. This study addresses the question
of whether religion holds a stable and fixed position within the epistemic structure
of Islamic philosophy, or whether it is subject to fluctuation and dispersion. Adopting
a descriptive—analytical approach, the research examines the evolution of the
epistemic status of Sharia in the thought of four influential philosophers whose work
significantly shaped the interplay between reason and religion. The findings indicate
that religion sometimes appears as an authoritative and determining reference, while
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at other times it assumes a subordinate and analyzable position. The integration of
religious propositions into the philosophical horizon occurs sporadically and
contingently, reflecting the epistemic fluidity of religion. Therefore, the epistemic
status of Sharia in the tradition of Islamic philosophy can be conceptualized in terms
of “epistemic fluctuation” and “functional dispersion.

Keywords: Reason and Religion, Islamic Philosophy, Epistemology, Epistemic
Fluctuation, Functional Dispersion

Statement of the Problem

The relationship between reason and religion is one of the fundamental issues in
Islamic philosophy and has constantly occupied the minds of Muslim philosophers.
On the one hand, philosophy relies on reason, demonstration, and conceptual
analysis; on the other hand, religion is grounded in revelation and sacred teachings.
The main problem of the present study is: What position do religious teachings
occupy in the philosophical system-building of Muslim philosophers, and how does
philosophical reason interact with religion? Rather than merely addressing the
possibility of compatibility or incompatibility between reason and religion, this
study seeks to examine the epistemological mechanisms through which religion is
incorporated into Islamic philosophy.

In this article, religion is not understood as pure revelation itself, but as its humanly
accessible and intelligible form; that is, a set of human interpretations and
formulations of revelation. On this basis, the study focuses on the thought of al-
Kindi, al-Farabi, Ibn Sina, and Mulla Sadra in order to show that the position of
religion in the tradition of Islamic philosophy has not been fixed or uniform, but has
undergone transformation throughout its historical development. The central
question is how religion has functioned in the philosophical systems of these
thinkers, sometimes as an independent source of knowledge and sometimes as
something requiring rational interpretation.

Method

The research method is descriptive-analytical, based on a comparative
epistemological approach. In this method, the views of each philosopher regarding
the relationship between reason and religion, the position of revelation, the role of
interpretation, and the function of religious teachings within their philosophical
systems are first described. These views are then analyzed from an epistemological
perspective and compared with one another.

The aim of this comparison is not merely to provide a historical account of the
philosophers’ views, but to extract the course of transformation in the position of
religion within Islamic philosophy. By examining concepts such as demonstrative
reason, revelation, interpretation, the symbolic language of religion, levels of
knowledge, epistemic fluctuation, and functional dispersion, the article shows how



Muslim philosophers attempted to establish a form of harmony between the authority
of philosophical reason and the presence of religious teachings.

Findings and Results

The findings of the study indicate that the position of religion in the philosophical
systems of Muslim philosophers has not been fixed or uniform. In the thought of al-
Kindi, religion and philosophy are regarded as two different yet convergent paths
toward attaining truth. He attempts to establish harmony between revealed teachings
and philosophical reason; however, his approach is not yet fully systematic and, in
some cases, comes close to a theological mode of reasoning. Therefore, al-Kindi’s
effort can be considered the beginning of the attempt to reconcile reason and religion
in Islamic philosophy.

In the thought of al-Farabi, the relationship between religion and philosophy assumes
a more coherent structure. He considers philosophy to be the demonstrative
expression of truth, while religion is the symbolic and analogical form of the same
truth intended for the general public. From al-Farabi’s perspective, the difference
between religion and philosophy does not lie in the truth they convey, but in their
modes of expression and levels of audience. Accordingly, religion acquires a social,
educational, and political function and, in cases of apparent conflict with philosophy,
is harmonized with demonstrative truth through interpretation.

In the system of Ibn Sina, demonstrative reason occupies a prominent position, and
the proper understanding of religious teachings requires rational interpretation. Ibn
Sina regards religious language as possessing layers of symbol, analogy, and
metaphor, and maintains that many religious doctrines must be understood through
philosophical analysis. Thus, in his thought, religion and philosophy can be
reconciled; however, this reconciliation mainly takes place within the framework of
demonstrative rationality and philosophical interpretation.

In the Transcendent Philosophy of Mulla Sadra, the relationship between reason and
religion is reconstructed at a deeper level. Relying on his ontological principles, such
as the principiality of existence, the gradation of existence, and the levels of
knowledge, Mulla Sadra seeks to establish harmony among reason, revelation, and
intuition. In this system, religious teachings are not merely symbolic expressions of
truth; rather, they are connected to the levels of existence and knowledge and play
an essential role in understanding reality.

The overall result of the study is that, from al-Kindi to Mulla Sadra, the position of
religion in Islamic philosophy has been marked by epistemic fluctuation and
functional dispersion. Religion is sometimes regarded as a prior and determining
source of knowledge, while at other times it becomes the object of rational
interpretation and hermeneutic explanation. Its function also varies across different
philosophical systems: from a defensive and theological role in al-Kindi, to a
symbolic and social role in al-Farabi, an interpretive and rational role in Ibn Sina,
and an ontological and epistemological role in Mulla Sadra. Therefore, the
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relationship between reason and religion in the tradition of Islamic philosophy is
dynamic, fluid, and historically evolving.
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