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Abstract

Zurvanism, as one of the fundamental currents of ancient Iranian thought, has
attracted attention for its engagement with time, duality, and their relation to the
principle of unity. However, in previous research, the dialectical structure of
Zurvanism has often been interpreted in a dualistic manner, and the possibility of
understanding it as a multi-level model for explaining the relation between unity and
multiplicity has been less examined. The problem of this research is whether, through
an interpretive-philosophical reading, the Zurvanian structure can be analyzed as a
model for understanding unity in multiplicity and multiplicity in unity, without
making any historical or theological claim about Zurvanism.

The aim of the research is to explain the Zurvanian dialectic as a mystical-
mythological and multi-procedural dialectic? in which contradiction plays the role of
the mechanism for the realization of unity. The method of the research is the

1. Researcher of Mythology and Philosophy, and Mysticism Academic Lecturer
mina.khadem53@gmail.com

Received: 17/11/2025

Reviewed: 19/01/2026

Accepted: 14/06/2026

2. Tanhaei, 2025, 235-243.


mailto:mina.khadem53@gmail.com

229 ey ST L el )y seld Lz 5o skl SaSILS () 2

conceptual-interpretive analysis of the structure of the Zurvanian myth and the
examination of the possibility of its dialectical reading at the philosophical level. The
findings show that contradiction is not the negation of unity but the condition for its
emergence, and that multiplicity appears at various levels without leading to the
denial of transcendent unity. The conclusion of the research indicates that the
Zurvanian dialectic possesses an ontological capacity for explaining the relation
between unity and multiplicity.

Keywords: Zurvanism, Multi-procedural Dialectic, Ontology, Unity-in-
Multiplicity, Multiplicity-in-Unity, Ancient Iranian Thought, Mythology

Problem statement

Zurvanism has traditionally been interpreted through the lens of strict cosmological
dualism, emphasizing the opposition between good and evil as the defining feature
of its metaphysical system. Such interpretations, however, often neglect the deeper
ontological dimensions embedded within Zurvanite thought and its capacity to
integrate multiplicity within a unified principle. The central problem addressed in
this study concerns whether Zurvanism should be understood solely as a dualistic
cosmology or whether its conceptual architecture permits a broader dialectical
interpretation grounded in the coexistence of unity and multiplicity. By reconsidering
Zurvanism from a philosophical-ontological perspective, this research seeks to
reveal the latent structures that transcend binary opposition and offer a more
comprehensive understanding of ancient Iranian cosmological thought.

Method

This study employs an analytical-comparative methodology through close
examination of mythological sources and classical accounts of Zurvanite cosmology
combined with philosophical interpretation.

Findings and Results

The findings suggest that Zurvan operates as more than a cosmological or temporal
principle; it functions as an ontological foundation that enables the emergence,
interaction, and mediation of oppositional forces. Within this framework, dualities
are not conceived as absolutely autonomous categories but as relational dimensions
deriving meaning from a higher order of ontological unity.

Furthermore, the analysis demonstrates that Zurvanite cosmology contains a multi-
procedural dialectical structure characterized by several interconnected forms of
relation, including generation, opposition, coexistence, and reconciliation. These
modes collectively produce a dynamic metaphysical process rather than a rigid
binary system. Consequently, Zurvanism may be interpreted as a model of becoming
in which plurality emerges through relational interaction while remaining grounded
in an overarching principle.



The comparative dimension of the study also reveals significant structural affinities
between Zurvanite metaphysics and philosophical-mystical conceptions of unity-in-
multiplicity and multiplicity-in-unity. This interpretation suggests that multiplicity
functions not as a negation of unity but as its mode of manifestation. Such a reading
expands the philosophical significance of Zurvanism by demonstrating how
mythological systems can evolve into sophisticated ontological frameworks capable
of articulating complex relationships between unity, diversity, and existence.
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