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Abstract

This study employs conceptual analysis and philosophical interpretation within the
framework of Transcendent Theosophy ((al-Hikmah al-Muta‘aliyah),) demonstrates
that faith (iman) in Mulla Sadra's intellectual system is a graded (tashkiki) and
existential reality. The five levels of faith—verbal faith, imitative faith,
demonstrative faith, rational faith, and intuitive faith—are structurally and
genetically linked to corresponding levels of mawadda (devotional love). The
findings of the research reveal that the soul's development in its substantial motion
(al-harakah al-jawhariyyah) necessarily and deterministically determines the quality
and depth of mawadda toward the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them). In other words,
the more the soul transcends in its levels of existential knowledge, the deeper and
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purer its mawadda toward the Perfect Human (al-insan al-kamil) becomes. This
systematic correspondence elevates the Verse of Mawadda beyond the confines of a
merely ethical recommendation, transforming it into an expression of an ontological
law concerning the correlation between the evolved human existence and its ultimate
perfection. Within this framework, mawadda is not a transient emotion but rather the
objective manifestation and inner actualization of authentic faith. Consequently, the
intensity and quality of mawadda serve as a direct indicator of the existential rank of
the believer's soul and the degree of their proximity to the reality of wilaya
(guardianship). This analysis offers a philosophical and profound reading of the
Verse of Mawadda, opening a new horizon for understanding the human being's
relationship with the Ahl al-Bayt (AS).

Keywords: Faith (Iman), Mawaddah, Transcendent Theosophy, Levels of Faith,
Perfect Man, Luminous Unity.

Problem Statement

The Verse of Mawaddabh is traditionally interpreted as a legislative decree or moral
advice regarding the necessity of loving the Prophet's kin. However, from the
perspective of Transcendent Theosophy, divine rewards and religious truths are
rooted in the ontological order rather than mere conventions. Given the principle of
"Substantial Motion" (al-Harakat al-Jawhariyyah), the human soul moves upward
toward perfection. In this paradigm, faith is an existential degree rather than a simple
mental assent. The primary problem of this research is: What is the structural
relationship between these existential developments (levels of faith) and the reality

of Mawaddah? Can Mawaddah serve as an objective criterion for measuring the level
of faith?

Sub-questions:

What are the epistemological characteristics that distinguish the five levels of faith
in Sadrian thought?

How does the soul's substantial motion link affection (Mawaddah) with intuitive
knowledge?

What is the ontological difference between Mawaddah at the level of "Intellectual
Faith" (for believers) and "Mystical Faith" (exclusive to the Infallibles)?

Method

This research utilizes conceptual analysis and philosophical interpretation. By
reviewing Mulla Sadra’s foundational texts, such as Al-Asfar al-Arba'ah, Mafatih al-
Ghayb, and Sharh Usul al-Kafi, the ontological components of faith were extracted
and analytically reconstructed in light of the principles of the "Primacy of Existence"
and the "Identity of the Knower and the Known."



Findings and Results

The analysis shows that Mawaddah in the aforementioned verse is a constitutive

element of faith at every level. The findings are categorized into five levels:

1. Linguistic and Imitative Faith: At this stage, the soul is confined to the realm
of material plurality. Mawaddah here is merely emotional or social, lacking
existential roots and easily shaken by doubts.

2. Demonstrative Faith: Through rational proofs, Mawaddah becomes conscious.
The lover perceives the beloved's perfection through "Acquired Knowledge" (al-
[lm al-Husuli). However, a categorical distance remains between the believer and
the reality of Wilayah.

3. Intellectual Faith (Rational Realm): The soul transcends concepts and attains
"Knowledge by Presence" (al-Ilm al-Huduri). Mawaddah here signifies an
existential affinity between the soul and the intellectual realm of Wilayah.

4. Mystical Faith (The Station of the Infallibles): This is the highest level,
characterized by "Luminous Unity." Faith here is not acquired but is an eternal,
primordial intuition. Mawaddah at this level refers to the relationship among the
Infallibles (Ahl al-Bayt) themselves. It is not the love of a follower for a leader,
but the manifestation of Divine Self-Love, as the Infallibles are one single light.

Conclusion: The Verse of Mawaddah expresses a developmental law of the "return
of the branch to its root." True faith necessarily leads to an existential gravitation
(Mawaddah) toward the center of perfection (The Perfect Man).
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