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Abstract

In Deleuze’s philosophy, concepts such as flesh, house, and scaffold hold
foundational significance. This study, through an analytical-interpretive method,
seeks to show why Deleuze grounds his ontology not in the flesh of phenomenology
but in structures such as the house. Deleuze moves beyond flesh and arrives at the
house—a house for becoming. This house is both a structure that orients the body
and a conduit that connects it to cosmic forces. While it constructs a territory, it
simultaneously leads to deterritorialization, functioning as a permeable membrane.
Complementarily, Deleuze, through readings of Binswanger and Boss, regulates
Heidegger’s and Merleau-Ponty’s discussions within his own philosophy. His
engagement with the notions of house and architecture serves as a figurative means
to articulate a philosophy that dismantles stable structures, extracting a new open
structure from the very chaotic matter itself. This matter is exposed to nonhuman
cosmic forces, and such openness liberates him from the enclosure of the material
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house. From another perspective, the house becomes a structure for the configuration
of forces, acquiring an incorporeal dimension. The necessity of addressing house and
scaffold lies in the configuration of forces that play a central role in Deleuze’s
philosophy. This configuration relates to the virtual dimension or transcendental
field of forces that traverse extended bodies. Moreover, the concept of a house for
becoming is connected to Deleuze's ontology of difference.
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Problem Statement

By objecting to the phenomenological concept of flesh, Deleuze emphasizes the
notions of the house and scaffold—or skeletal framework—within his ontology. In
Deleuze’s view, it is the house that opens us to both the inside and the outside.
Deleuze moves beyond flesh and arrives at a house for becoming. This house is at
once a structure that gives orientation to our bodies and a mediating passage that
connects them to the forces of the cosmos.

The central hypothesis of this study is that Deleuze, through a constellation of
interconnected concepts centered on the notion of the house, necessarily moves
beyond phenomenological themes within the framework of his ontology. On the
basis of this premise, the research question is formulated as follows:

Why does Deleuze turn awy from phenomenological themes such as flesh and move
toward the concept of the house?

Research Method

This study is theoretical in type and qualitative in method. To answer the research
question, the study of data has been conducted using an analytical-interpretive
approach. Phenomenological materials and Deleuze’s discussions have been
examined. The selection and classification of the core concepts of the research, their
analysis, and, more broadly, the critique and analysis of Deleuze’s perspective have
been undertaken by the author.

Findings and Results

For Heidegger, the lived body goes beyond mere physicality; it is where Dasein
engages in action, participation, and reciprocal interaction with the world. Dasein is
always already involved with the world. Heidegger initially employs the metaphor
of the edifice for Being. If being is an edifice, then the way the body of Dasein or
the human acts, interacts, and reciprocally engages with the world plays a role in the
concealment and unconcealment of the truth of Being. Beyond this metaphor of
edifice for Being, one can say that the lived body of Dasein operates through the art
of dwelling, namely architecture and the material or objective house, in the direction
of the disclosure or concealment of the truth of Being. Heidegger also refers to the
traditional architectural structure of language. The fundamental structure or edifice
in his early work becomes language as the house of Being. According to Heidegger,
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language is the house of Being, and the human dwells within his house. Furthermore,
he believes that art (especially poetry) can be a path toward the disclosure of the truth
of Being. In Heidegger’s later philosophy, the house becomes a symbol of dwelling
and Being; it is where the human, through dwelling, situates himself in the world
and finds his relation to earth, sky, divinities, and mortals.

Merleau-Ponty’s phenomenology, by centering the body, addresses being-in-the-
world. Bodily schema and motor intentionality disclose something to the body, and
through them the body perceives the world in a particular way. Merleau-Ponty
examines the concept of flesh as the common fabric of world and body. The pre-
conceptual intertwining of “flesh of the body” and “flesh of the world” makes
possible the relation between the embodied self and the embodied world. Merleau-
Ponty does not see the house as an external object but as part of the lifeworld. For
him, the house is a space in which the body dwells, adjusts itself to, and incorporates
its directions and dimensions. The house is also related to bodily movement. Every
body has its own world. When each body moves within its house, it immediately,
without representational imagery or words, recognizes its parts. The house reveals
the body, and the body reveals the house, thus playing a phenomenological role.
Through the concept of flesh or Being, one can disclose the phenomenological role
of body and world, and the world of other embodied beings, within Being.
Deleuze’s ontology is built upon difference. This difference is in itself, not a
difference established between two things afterward. The ontological priority
Deleuze gives to difference can no longer be mediated by identity, or the dialectical
work of negation. In this ontology, being is difference in action, repeating itself in
the dynamic relation between the virtual and the actual. Difference is the relation of
being itself, the force or capacity that produces change. At the level of Deleuze’s
ontology, territory is the place where repetition acts as the force of differentiation.
Within the house and territory, each repetition introduces a new difference,
transforming the territory. The body-without-organs blossoms within the house.
Thus, Deleuze moves beyond flesh as a level bound to human experience and arrives
at open structures such as the house and scaffold, which connect to virtual and
cosmic forces. As a result, this openness to forces deterritorializes, breaking prior
orders and producing new possibilities for being. In deterritorialization, being is
always in openness and change. Therefore, to relate Deleuze’s ontology of difference
to the aforementioned concepts, one can say that the house, while constructing
territory, simultaneously dismantles it, connecting the body to cosmic forces and
enabling becoming. This openness grounds the formation of a nomadic and
reterritorializing subject; the nomadic subject, instead of organizing its organs
according to fixed articulation, is reassembled anew each time.
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