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Abstract

The gist of Professor Amini-Nejad’s argument in the book of The Foundation of
Philosophy is that quiddity (mahiyyah) possesses externality while being
derivative(i‘tibari). In his view, quiddity does not constitute any part of the very
fabric of reality; the text of reality is existence itself. Yet quiddity is a mode
(Haythiyyah) of the exact text. The fact that quiddity is a mode of existence causes
it, despite not being identical with the text of reality, to enter into a certain unity with
it, and through this unity to become existent in a metaphorical sense. This metaphor,
however, is a philosophical, mystical, and nafs al-amrT metaphor, not a merely
linguistic or conventional one. Therefore, although quiddity lacks textual externality,
it is nevertheless said to enjoy a kind of derivative externality independent of our
minds. In our view, this claim is not sound. First, if existence alone constitutes the
text of reality, then quiddity must either be identical with this text, which, in
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Professor Amini-Nejad’s own position, is unacceptable, or else be external to the
text, in which case it cannot function as a Haythiyyah or aspect of that very text.
What is correct is that the quiddity, as a Haythiyyah of the text, specifically existent
quiddity, is present in the exact text in which existence itself exists. Accordingly,
existent quiddity possesses a real externality, whereas what has merely derivative
externality is quiddity qua quiddity (mahiyyah min haythu hiya). Second, the claim
that quiddity enjoys derivative externality does not differ in any fundamental way
from the position of those who regard quiddity as a purely mental entity.
Keywords: The foundation of Philosophy; Existence; Quiddity (Mahiyyah); Text;
Haythiyyah

The Statement of The Problem

The issue of the nafs al-amr of quiddity and its relation to the primacy of existence
has become a highly significant problem in contemporary Islamic philosophy, giving
rise to diverse readings of the primacy of existence and the derivativeness of
quiddity. Two distinct discussions arise in this context. The first concerns Mulla
Sadra’s own view on the primacy of existence; here, the question is what Sadra
himself actually held. This is a Sadrian, exegetical inquiry, and it is not the aim of
the present study to engage in it. The second and principal discussion is ontological
in nature. In this case, the issue is not what Sadra’s position was, but rather which
position is in fact correct, independently of Sadra’s own view. The present paper is
devoted exclusively to this second discussion.

One of the most prominent works to address the doctrine of the primacy of existence
in a detailed and systematic manner is The Cornerstone of Philosophy, authored by
the contemporary scholar Professor Ali Amini-Nejad. In this paper, we aim first,
insofar as possible, to present an accurate account of his position on this issue. We
then proceed, on the basis of what we take to be the correct theoretical foundations
of the doctrine, to critically assess his view and to respond to his critiques of the first
formulation of the primacy of existence.

The central research question of the present study is as follows:

Does the defense of “the derivativeness of quiddity while maintaining its reality”
constitute a sound interpretation of the problem of the primacy of existence and the
issue of the nafs al-amr of quiddity?

The subsidiary research questions are as follows:

1. What is the correct account of the realization of multiple meanings in a single
reality, and how does such an account yield a sound understanding of the primacy of
existence and the nafs al-amr of quiddity?

2. How does a correct account of the realization of multiple meanings in a single
reality provide an adequate explanation of the relation between existence and its real
attributes?

3. Can derivative entities serve as the objects of knowledge by presence (‘ilm al-
hudiairt)?



4. Does belief in nafs al-amrT derivative entities constitute a contradiction (irtifa“ al-
naqidayn)?

Method

This article adopts an analytical-argumentative approach. After presenting an
account of The Cornerstone of Philosophy, the theoretical principles governing this
work and the interpretation of the primacy of existence derived from those principles
are critically examined. The paper then proceeds, on the basis of sound principles,
to propose a defensible and coherent reading of the primacy of existence.

Findings and Results

1. Professor Amini-Nejad regards quiddity as the Haythiyyah of the text. The
question, then, is as follows: what is the relation between this text and that
Haythiyyah? If quiddity is not identical with the text, then it cannot be its Haythiyyah
either. The Haythiyyah of a text cannot, in a domain external to that text, disclose
the whatness of the text. To claim, as he does, that quiddity is in one respect united
with the text and in another respect distinct from it is fallacious, for the correct
position is that there is no intermediary between identicalness and otherness.

2. The thesis of the “nafs al-amrT yet derivative character of external quiddity” does
not differ in any fundamental way from the view of those who regard quiddity as a
mental entity.

3. According to Professor Amini-Nejad, since quiddity has externality, it can
therefore be the object of knowledge by presence (‘ilm al-hudiirT). This claim is
incorrect because derivative entities, insofar as they do not occupy the domain of
real reality, cannot be objects of knowledge by presence. Derivative externality does
not suffice to ground the attribution of knowledge by presence.

4. Professor Amini-Nejad’s view concerning the attributes of existence is that some
of them are reducible, even at the conceptual level, to existence itself (philosophical
synonymy), while in other cases he regards their nafs al-amr as additional to
existence and, consequently, as derivative, albeit derivative in a manner close to the
reality of existence. In our view, however, the correct position is that the attributes
of existence are certainly all conceptually and semantically additional to existence,
otherwise they would not be attributes or predicates of existence, yet at the level of
instantiation they involve no addition to existence whatsoever.

5. The nafs al-amr of non-existence is real rather than derivative, and the problem of
the nafs al-amr of quiddity cannot be resolved by analogy with, or assimilation to,
the nafs al-amr of non-existence.

6. Derivative entities are neither real existence nor real non-existence; they are
neither truly existent nor truly nonexistent. Nevertheless, this does not lead to the
elimination of the law of non-contradiction.

7. The realization of multiple meanings in a single reality is genuinely possible, and
unless this principle is properly understood, no adequate understanding of the
primacy of existence can be achieved.
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