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Abstract

The Active Intellect and the role it plays in the epistemic and ontological domains of
the world is one of the fundamental issues in Islamic philosophy, which has long
been a subject of debate and exchange of views among divine philosophers. In this
regard, Ibn Sina held that human knowledge (acquisitive perception) at all levels is
dependent on the emanation of universal forms and intelligibles by this intellect upon
the rational soul. He also attributes the actualization of human knowledge to this
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intellect. From Milla Sadra's perspective, the Active Intellect possesses an
independent existence relative to the human rational soul. Miilla Sadra describes the
Active Intellect as the agent of the elemental world, finding meaning in the elemental
world through its correspondence with it. This research employs a descriptive-
analytical method and comparative approach to investigate the epistemic functions
of the Active Intellect from the perspectives of Ibn Sina and Miilla Sadra. It aims to
reveal the intellectual commonalities and distinctions between these two divine
philosophers in explaining this issue. Ibn Sina primarily emphasizes acquired
knowledge and the Active Intellect's role in bestowing intelligible forms upon the
soul. In contrast, Miilla Sadra by highlighting the concept of direct knowledge,
argues that the human soul, upon reaching the stage of union with the Active
Intellect, attains direct knowledge and perceives truths directly and without
mediation. In other words, for Miilla Sadra, knowledge is not limited to acquired
knowledge, but also includes direct knowledge, which represents a higher and more
complete level than acquired knowledge.

Keywords: Ibn Sina, Active Intellect, Millla Sadra, Epistemology, Understanding

Statement of the Problem

The issue of the Active Intellect was first discussed and contemplated in Greek
philosophy, and with the transfer of Greek philosophy to the Islamic world on the
one hand, and Quranic and Islamic teachings on the other hand, it led to extensive
and profound discussions among philosophers in this regard. Considering that the
issue of the Active Intellect is one of the fundamental discussions in Islamic
philosophy, and it is an issue with which the entirety of philosophy grapples, both in
the ontological and epistemological realms, and on the other hand, each
philosopher's specific stance on this issue can create fundamental and essential
differences with the positions of other philosophers, clarifying this issue is therefore
of great importance.

The Active Intellect, in Ibn Sina's philosophical system, is a stage among the separate
intellects that acts as an intermediary between God and the material world. This
intellect is the origin of the forms of beings in the world and also the source of
intelligibles for human intellects. In other words, the Active Intellect bestows the
forms of intelligibles upon human intellects, thereby enabling them to acquire
knowledge. Ibn Sina uses the concept of “the union of the intelligent and the
intellectual” to explain how the human intellect interacts with the Active Intellect.
He believes that when the human intellect perceives an intelligible, it unites with it
and derives its identity from it. This union does not mean that the human intellect is
completely dissolved in the intellectual, but rather that the human intellect accepts
the intellectual as its own form and becomes one with it (Ibn Sina, 1983: 268). Miilla
Sadra also believes that intellect in human existence has a continuous reality, and
humans actualize it through their substantial motion and under the auspices of the
Active Intellect. To attain higher stages, humans need the guidance of the Active



Yy oo g Lyl Jlate 3 Jd Jae sloo,S )15 dodai ooy

Intellect, which is a being superior to the material world, abstract and devoid of
matter and its characteristics, self-subsistent, and pure actuality (Milla Sadra, 1957:
89).

This research attempts to provide a comparative analysis of the functions of the
Active Intellect from the perspectives of Ibn Sina and Milla Sadra, along with a
preliminary review and analysis. It aims to elucidate the commonalities and
differences in the philosophical views of these two philosophers in this regard,
thereby answering the following questions: What are the insights of Ibn Sina and
Milla Sadra regarding the Active Intellect? From the perspective of these two divine
sages, how is knowledge emanated by the Active Intellect? Is the acquisition of
knowledge through the Active Intellect a specialized form of cognition, or is it
among the ordinary methods accessible to everyone? Furthermore, how do these two
divine philosophers perceive the involvement of the Active Intellect in the process
of divine revelation?

Methodology

This article adopts a descriptive-analytical method and a comparative approach to
analyze the functions of the Active Intellect from the perspectives of Ibn Sina and
Milla Sadra, seeking to reveal the intellectual similarities and differences between
these two philosophers in this regard.

Findings and Results

Explaining the ontological and epistemological position of the Active Intellect is one
of the fundamental issues in Islamic philosophy. The hierarchy of longitudinal
intellects in Ibn Sina's philosophy does not extend infinitely but rather culminates in
the Tenth Intellect, which emanates the beings of the material world (Ibn Sina, 1989,
2: 254). Therefore, the Active Intellect in Ibn Sina's philosophy is ultimately the
Tenth Intellect in the hierarchy of intellects and the intermediary link between the
world of immaterial beings and the material world. From the world of corruption to
human souls, all emanate from it, and the governance of all of them is the
responsibility of the Active Intellect. In Milla Sadra's philosophy, too, the Active
Intellect holds a special position and plays a significant role in the process of
acquiring knowledge. Miilla Sadra, relying on the principle of the originality of
existence, emphasizes the fundamental role of will and action in attaining knowledge
(Rezanejad, 2008, 2: 205). He believes that the human soul, through righteous will
and action, can progress towards perfection and achieve union with the Active
Intellect. From Sadra's perspective, the Active Intellect is not only the source and
origin of intelligible forms but also the factor in the development and transcendence
of the human rational soul (Mulla Sadra, 1981B, 2: 254). By connecting with the
Active Intellect, the soul can attain presential knowledge and directly intuit the
reality of things. From Miilla Sadra's perspective, the Active Intellect connected to
the human soul is the same as the accidental intellects or the lord of the human
species, which, although entirely abstract and independent of the human soul in the



realm of intellect, have been able to connect with the human soul and provide it with
their universal forms.
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