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Abstract

Some opponents of Islamic philosophy regard Islamic philosophers as mere
imitators, commentators, and glossators of Greek philosophies. To examine this
claim, we aim to assess the relationship between the philosophical views of Farabi,
as one of the most significant Islamic philosophers, and the religion of Islam. We
seek to determine whether he is a pure imitator in his philosophical opinions or
whether he engages in a dialogue with religion through his philosophical reason,
thereby producing innovations as a result of this dialogue. Employing documentary,
logical - analytical, and deductive methods, this study seeks to answer the following
question: From Farabi’s perspective, what role does Islam play in forming the
independent identity of Islamic philosophy from Greek philosophies? The research
concludes that Farabi’s philosophy possesses an independent, religious identity and
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has transcended Greek philosophies. The roles of Islam in creating innovations for
Farabi’s philosophical reason include: introducing religious terminology into
philosophy; providing religious corroboration and confirmation for the
demonstrative method; Islam’s problematization for Farabi’s philosophical reason;
ideation influenced by religious teachings in philosophy; theorization influenced by
religious teachings in philosophy; and offering a religious interpretation of ancient
Greek philosophies. Furthermore, Farabi’s model of rational - religious philosophy
is presented, the core of which is the “substantive unity and formal distinction
between philosophy and religion.” The model consists of seven components: use of
the epistemic source of religion (contextual component); enrichment of the language
of Islamic philosophy; use of a religious approach within the framework of the
rational method; problem-generation by religion; philosophical-religious idea-
generation; philosophical-religious theorization; and religious interpretation of
Greek philosophies. Furthermore, the religious identity of Farabi's philosophy does
not cause it to become an eclectic philosophy or to be Islamic theology.

Keywords :Religious identity, Philosophical innovations, Islamic philosophy,
Farabt

Problem Statement

Some critics of Islamic philosophy insist that this intellectual tradition is nothing
more than an imitative continuation of the legacy of Greek philosophy. In their view,
Islamic philosophy lacks independence and originality, having been profoundly
shaped by the ideas of Greek philosophers, especially Plato, Aristotle, and the Neo -
Platonists. This perspective reduces Islamic philosophy to the level of glossing on
Greek texts and rejects any claim to its self - grounding nature.

To evaluate this claim, one can examine the relationship between the views of
prominent Islamic philosophers and the teachings of Islam as well as other
intellectual and cultural sources of their time. The key question is whether these
philosophers were merely passive imitators content to reiterate the opinions of their
Greek predecessors, or whether, by employing their own philosophical rationality,
they entered into a dynamic dialogue with these sources, achieving innovations in
this process that ultimately took them beyond the framework of Greek schools.
Answering this question is key to rejecting or accepting the claim in question.

This research, in order to examine the claim of the opponents of Islamic philosophy,
seeks to assess the relationship between the philosophical views of Farabi, as one of
the most important Islamic philosophers, and the religion of Islam. Thus, it aims to
answer this main question: From Farab1’s perspective, what is the role of Islam in
forming the independent identity of Islamic philosophy from Greek philosophies?
From this main question, the following sub - questions are derived: Has Islamic
philosophy, through the use of Islam, achieved an identity independent of Greek
philosophies, or is it merely a pure follower of Greek philosophies? When Farab1’s
philosophical reason engages in dialogue with revealed knowledge, is it influenced
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by it or not? If Farab1’s philosophical reason is influenced by Islam, what innovations
and novelties has this produced in his philosophy that were absent from Greek
philosophies? Furthermore, what is the independent model of the dialogue between
reason and religion in the realm of Farab1’s philosophizing? And how does he utilize
religious doctrines without his philosophy falling into eclecticism or degenerating
into Islamic theology (kalam)?

Method
In this research, the author employs documentary, logical - analytical, and deductive
methods to answer the above questions.

Findings and Results

The roles that Islam has played in generating novelties for Farabi’s philosophical
reason are as follows:

1. Introducing religious terminology into philosophy.

2. Providing religious corroboration and confirmation for the demonstrative method.
3. Islam’s problematization for Farab1’s philosophical reason.

4. Ideation influenced by religious teachings in philosophy.

5. Theorization influenced by religious teachings in philosophy.

6. Offering a religious interpretation of ancient Greek philosophies.

By analyzing the relationship between reason and religion in Farabi’s philosophizing
reason, as well as the effects that Islam has left on his philosophical - intellectual
productions, the rational - religious model of Farabi’s philosophizing has been
delineated. The rational - religious model of Farab1’s philosophizing is such that its
core and axis consist of the “substantive unity and formal distinction between
philosophy and religion.” Furthermore, the model comprises seven components:
utilization of religion as an epistemic source (contextual component); enrichment of
the language of Islamic philosophy; employing a religious approach within a rational

method; problematization by religion; philosophical - religious ideation;
philosophical - religious theorization; and religious interpretation of Greek
philosophies.

Farabi did not stop at Greek philosophies; rather, through various dialogues,
including dialogue with Islam, he transcended and evolved beyond them. Moreover,
since Farabi’s philosophy possesses a coherent model, adheres to the rational
method, and all the innovations that Islam brought to his philosophy were centered
on his philosophical reason, its religious identity does not lead to it becoming an
eclectic philosophy or being classified as Islamic theology (kalam).
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